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“It was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 


» was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. 


“I will take no man’s liberty of judging from him; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 








Chillingworth. 
VOL. II. OCTOBER, 1825. wo. 22. 
For the Gospel Messenger. cost, “there were dwelling at Jerusa- 
lem, Jews, devout men, out of every 
On THE ponent A DIVING nation under heaven,” among whom 
there were “strangers of Rome, Jews 
No. XIII. and Proselytes.” Some-~of these, 


CHAPTER VI.—CONTINUED. 


ON THE SUCCESSION: 


HAVING in my last number given 
the names of those eminent persona- 
ges who have formed the chain of 
succession in the sacred office, from 
the Apostolic age down to our own, it 
may not be unacceptable to the read- 
ers of the Gospel Messenger, to see 
some account of their history. With 
more ability than 1 can claim, with 
better materials than I possess, and 
with more leisure than I enjoy, this 
might be made an interesting, if 
not an instructive outline of eccle- 
siastical history; but my engagements 
will not permit me to give more than 
a brief sketch of these distinguished 
men. What is here related may, 
however, gratify the curiosity of some, 
or excite the interest of others, who 
have leisure to consult the voluminous 
writers on Church History. 

The Church of Rome is an Apos- 
tolic Church; that is, it was organ- 
ized, if not founded, by the Apostles 
of our Lord; and some of its first 
Bishops were Apostolic men, whose 
names are recorded in the New Tes- 
tament. 

When, or by whom, Christianity 
was first planted in the capital of the 
Roman empire, cannot now be pre- 
cisely ascertained. It appears (Acts 


ii, 1—12) that, at the time of Pente- 
GOS. MES.—VOL. 1. 


probably, were among the 3000 who 


were converted by St. Peter on that 
memorable occasion, (ibid ,v. 41,) and 
returning to their own country, may 
have spread the glad tidings of salva- 
tion among their countrymen and 
friends. It is, however, certain, that 
when St. Paul, first visited Rome, he 
found a number of Christian converts, 
several of whom went “as far as the 
Appii Forum, and the Three Tav- 
erns,” (Acts xxviii. 15,) to meet him 
on his way to that city, as a prisoner 
from Jerusalem. And the fact is 
likewise proved by St. Paul having 
written his Epistle to the Christian 
converts at Rome, sometime before 
his present journey. St. Paul was 
the first Apostle who visited Rome, 
and was twice in that city before it 
was visited by St. Peter. “On his 
appeal to Cesar, he was sent prison- 
er by Festus, to Rome, A. D. 61, 
shortly before ‘the fast,’ or great day 
of atonement, about the autumnal 
equinox. (Acts xxvii. 9.) He was 
shipwrecked at Melita, and wintered 
there for three months, (Acts xxviii. 
1. 11,) and so proceeded to Rome 
early in A. D. 62. = v. 14.) His 
imprisonment at Rome lasted two 
years, (ibid, v. 30,) therefore he was 
liberated about the end of the year 
A. D. 63, and then visited Greece, 
Macedonia, and Asia Minor; and re- 
turned again to Rome towards the 
close of A. D. 64, where he was again 
37 
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imprisoned. (2 Tim. iv. 6—21.) 
Soon after, Peter visited Rome, and, 
probably, for the first time.” (1 Pet. 
v. 13.)* 

Aithough no Apostle planted the 
Christian faith in the capital of the 
Roman Empire, yet it is probable, 
that St. Peter and St. Paul were equal- 
ly concerned in organizing the con+ 
verts into a regular church; St. Paul, 
as the Apostle of the uncircumcision, 
taking care of the Gentile Christians, 
and St. Peter, as the Apostle of the 
circumcision, ministering to the Jew- 
ish converts. (Gal. ii. 7, 8. ) Caius;t 
Dionysius, Bishop of Corinth,t and 
Irenzeus, appear to be of this opin- 
ion; and, therefore, we find these 
Aposiles frequently styled Bishops of 
Rome. Eusebius says, that “Alex- 
ander derived his succession in the 
fifth place. from Peter and Paul;”|| 
and Epiphanius declares that “Peter 
and Paul were the first at Rome, both 
Bishops and Apostles.”4] When the 
Apostles are called Bishops, it must 
not be supposed that their authority 
was limited within geographical lines, 
and that certain territories were as- 
signed them as Dioceses, wherein, 
alone, they exercised the Episcopal 
functions. Neither the state of the 
world, nor their high calling, by the 
immediate appointment of Christ bim- 
self, warrant this opinion. Their au- 
thority was universal; wherever they 
travelled, they were the head of the 
Church, and occupied themselves with 
its general interests; organizing con- 
gregations; ordaining ministers to 
preach the Gospel, and to administer 
its ordinances. 

Before the destruction of the Tem- 
ple, and the total overthrow of the 
Jewish polity, A. D. 70, none but 


* Hale’s Analysis of Chronol. ii. B. 2, 
p. 1113. Lond. isg. 

t Cai. adv. Procul. 

t Dionys. Epis. ad Rom. apud Euseb. 1. 
2, c. 25, p. 68. 

§ Iren. Adv. Heres. 1. 3, c. 3, p. 232. 

|| Euseb. !. 4, ¢. 2. 

¥ Contr. Carpocrat. Heres. xxvii. p. 51. 
vid. Ham. Dissert. 5, c. 1, p. 256. 
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Jewish converts were admitted into 
the Christian Church at Jerusalem; 
and, it is probable, the same unhappy 
jealousy operated against the Gentile 
converts at Rome. The inveterate 
prejudices of the Jews were not to be 
overcome at once, even by their con- 
version to the Christian faith. We 
find that even St. Peter retained the 
strongest prejudices for many years 
after the ascension of our Lord; and 
when God was pleased to reveal his 
will to him in a vision, (Acts x. 10— 
36,) he was constrained to say, “of a 
truth I perceive that God is no res 
pecter of persons: but in every na 
tion, he that feareth him, and work- 
eth righteousness, is accepted of him.” 
(Acts x. 10—36.) The Jewish pre 
judices were carried into their reli- 
gious, as well as social duties; for in 
several of their religious assemblies, 
which were wholly, or principally 
composed of converted Jews, they 
mixed some of the observances of the 
Mosaic ritxal with the doctrines of 
Christianity, and kept the Jewish 
Sabbath as well as the first day of the 
week, 

When St. Paul first preached a 
Rome, he was rejected by the Jews; 
but many of the Gentiles rejoiced in 
his doctrine, and gladly embraced the 
faith of. a crucified Redeemer. (Acts 
xxviii. 23 to end.) This was the 
first establishment of the Gentile 
Church at Rome. 


I. Lixus. 


The Apostles, St. Peter and St. 
Paul, foreseeing that they were soon 
to be offered up for the faith, (2 Tim. 
iv. 6. 2 Pet. i. 14,) appointed Bish- 
ops over the Churches which they had 
organized at Rome.* The care of 
the Gentile Church was entrusted by 
St. Paul to Linus, who is mentioned 
by St. Paul in his Epistle to Timo- 
thy, (2 Tim. iv. 21,) and the care of 
the Jewish converts was committed 


*Iren. apud Euseb. b. 5, c. 6, et Const. 
Apost. |. 7, c. 46. 
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by St. Peter to Clemens;* who is 
named by St. Paul in his Epistle to 
the Philippians. (Ch. iv. 3.) This 
was likewise the case at Antioch, 
where Ignatius was ordained over the 
Gentile Church by St. Paul; and 
Evodius, over that of the Jewish con- 
verts by St. Peter;+ but on the death 
of Evodius, the distinction between 
the Jewish and Gentile converts be- 
ginning to subside, the Church was 
united under Ignatius, the surviving 
Bishop. Dionysius, Bishop of Co- 
rinth, intimates that his Church was 
established in the same manner. _Li- 
nus is now universally acknowledged, 
both by Greeks and Latins, as the 
frst Bishop of Rome after the Apos- 
tles,t receiving the succession through 
the Gentile Church, or the Church of 
the uncircumcision. As the Jews gen- 
erally had rejected the Gospel of the 
Son of God, the Apostles, as had been 
foretold, turned to the Gentiles, and 
built up the Church of Christ from 
among those who, before, knew not 
the true God. (Isa. xlii. 6; xlix. 6; 
Acts xiii. 46, 47; xviii. 6; xxviii. 17. 
23—29.) 

But little is known of the life of 
Linus. He was a native of Tuscany, 
and it is presumed that St. Paul knew 
his piety to be fervent, his conduct 
exemplary, and that he was eminent- 
ly fitted for the office to which he or- 
dained him. It is generally supposed 
he suffered martyrdom at Rome, A. 
D. 78, after he had presided over the 
Gentile Church 12 years, 4 months 
and 12 days.{ Some writings are 
attributed to him, but their authenti- 
city is doubted. 

II. ANACLETUS. 
This Prelate is supposed by the 


* Tertull. de Prescrip. Heret. c. 32. p. 
213. Echard’s Eccl. Hist. ii. pp. 408, 409. 
Lond. 1712. Cave’s Lives of the Apos- 
tles and Primitive Fathers, ii. pp. 188— 
191. Phil. 1810. Cox's Narratives of the 
Fathers, &c. p. 33, Lond. 1817. 

t Echard’s Eccl. His. ii. p. 388. 

t Bowers’ Hist of the Popes, i. p. 10. 

Euseb. 1.3, c. 13. Epiph. 1. 27, ¢. 6 
Echard’s Eccl. His. ii. p. 400. 
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Greeks, and many o the Ancients, 
to be the same as Cletus.* He suc- 
ceeded Linus, A D. 78, in the care 
of the Gentile Church, and received 
the crown of martyrdom, April 26, 
A. D. 91, after having held the Bish- 
oprick between twelve and thirteen 
ears.t Some decretals are ascribed 
to him, but they are now universally 
supposed to be forgeries. 
III. Cremens Romanus. 

After Anacletus had received the 
crown of martyrdom, Clemens Ro- 
manus, so called to distinguish him 
from Clemens Alexandrinns, succeed- 
ed to the care of the united Church, 
in the capital of the Roman empire, 
May 16, A. D. 91. The partition 
wall between the Jews and the Gen- 
tiles having been broken down by the 
final destractiou of Jerusalem, A. D. 
70, the Jews were left “without a 
king, without a prince, without a sa- 
crifice, without an image, without an 
ephod, without a teraphim,” (Hos. 
iii. 4,) and were dispersed among all 
the nations of the earth. The Church 
of Christ at Rome was now no longer 
distinguished by circumcision or un- 
circumcision, but was united in one 
common form of worship and of faith; 
and by the martyrdom of Anacletus, 
was under one common visible head, 
in the person of Clemens, who was 
ordained by St. Peter. “Clement 
governed with Episcopal power and 
jurisdiction the converted Jews,” 
says Dr. Hammond, “while Linus 
and Anacletus governed with the 
same power, the converted Gentiles; 
and upon the death of Anacletus both 
Churches were united under him.” 

This eminent and Apostolical pre- 
late had the happiness of being men- 
tioned by St. Paul in the Sacred Scrip- 
ture, and still more happy to have his 
“name written in the book of life.” 
(Phil. iv. 3.) He was born at Rome, 
and his family is said to have descend- 
ed from the Czsars; but this is by no 

* Cave's Lives, ii. pp. 187. 528 

t Euseb. 1. 3, c. 15. 

t Ham.l.v.c 1 
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mieans certain. His father’s name was 
Faustinus, but nothing more is known 
of his private history with any certain- 
ty. It appears that, before his conver- 
sion, the immortality of the soul, and a 
future state of existence, had powerful- 
ly engaged his attention. hile de- 


vising plans for the removal or con- 


firmation of his doubts on these im- 
portant subjects, he heard that the 
Son of God had appeared among 
men. Meeting with St. Barnabas, 
the Apostle, at Rome, he heard from 
him the first tidings of the gospel of 
salvation; and subsequently became 
a firm convert to the doctrines of the 
cross, by the instruction of St. Peter. 
This apostle finding him ardent and 
= gifted with superior talents and 
earning, ordained him to succeed him 
in the government of the Jewish con- 
verts at Rome.* 

St. Clemens was zealous for the 
propagation of the faith, and sent 
missionaries abroad to spread the 
glad tidings of salvation, through a 
crucified Redeemer. Wherever his 
influence could be useful, there it was 
exercised. If any thing interrupted 
the peace or harmony of the church, 
he interposed his good offices to res- 
tore its tranquillity.t A schism hav- 
ing unfortunately occured in the 
church at Corinth, they applied for 
the advice of this Apostolical man, 
who addressed to them in the name 
of the Roman Church, an highly va- 
luable Epistle, to compose their dis- 
sentions.~ This schism originated 
with two or three factious persons, 
either from envy of the talents, or 
the authority of the governors of the 
Church, and a considerable number 
of persons were seduced to join them. 
The Epistle of St. Clemens is writ- 
ten with great piety, modesty, and 
humility, in the name of his Church 
and not of himself. And although 
he urges the most powerful argu- 


* De Prescript. Heret. c. 32, p. 213. 

+ Hegesip. ap. Euseb. |. 3, c. 16, p. 88. 

t Epistola ad Corinthios. See Wake’s 
Apostolical Fathers. 
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guments, yet he uses the most concil- 
iatory language. He is not, howev- 
er afraid to call their conduct by its 
proper name; an “impious and abom- 
inable sedition.” The mild and Chris- 
tian conduct of this Apostolic man, is, 
of itself, sufficient to disprove the 
claim of supremacy made, in later 
ages, by the Roman See. If St. Cle. 
mens had known himself or his 
Church, to be the infallible judge of 
controversies, whose sentence the 
whole Christian world was bound to 
obey; and invested with a supreme, 
uncontrollable power, from which 
there was no appeal, we might have 
expected to hear him command 
obedience, by the power of his pri- 
macy, and not by the weight of his 
arguments. But he neither commands 
nor threatens, but entreats and ex- 
horts. The supremacy of the Ro 
man See, however, was not then 
thought of, nor for a long time after 
the death of this eminent servant of 
God. It was not, probably, claimed 
until the seventh century, when the 
Emperor Phocas constituted Boniface 
III. universal Bishop.* 

Under the reign of Trajan, Cle- 
mens offended the Gentile powers, by 
the conversion of some distinguished 
Pagans; and on refusin, to sacrifice 
to their gods, he was banished from 
his country, A. D. 98, and condemned 
to work in the marble quarries in the 
Taurica Chersonesus, beyond the 
Euxine sea. At this place he met 
with several Christians, under the 
same condemnation with himself, who 
received comfort and courage from 
the presence of so eminent a disciple 
of Christ. Ilis constant preaching, 
and the miracles which he is said to 
have performed, soon converted the 
Heathen to the religion of the cross; 
and in a little time, even the monu- 
ments of idolatry were destroyed.’ 


* See Lowman on the Revelation of St. 
John, Preface pp. xxix—xxxiii. pp. 92— 
97.176, 177. 4th Ed. Lond. 1807. Chris- 
tian Obs. I. pp. 572. 713. 762. Lond. Ed. 

+ The miraculous influences of the Holy 
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When the report of this occurrence 
reached the Emperor’s ears, he sent 
Aufidianus to prevent, if possible, the 
spreading of the Gospel. Tortures 
and death were resorted to in vain. 
The martyrdoms of to-day, gave 
strength and resolution to the victims 
who were to follow. None shunned 
the cross, when it was their duty to 
take it up, and to bear it. Tired, at 


‘length, with the fortitude of the Chris- 


tians, the Emperor’s officer determin- 
ed at once to strike a blow which 
should deprive them of their princi- 
pal support, and leave them without 
the hopes of comfort in the midst of 
their misery. With this view, he 
seized upon Clemens, and offered him 
pardon and protection, if he would 
sacrifice to the gods; and when he re- 
fused, he was placed on board of a 
vessel, and sent some distance out to 
sea, where he was drowned, having an 
anchor fastened to his neck to prevent 
his body from being found. 

This atrocious event took place A. 
D. 100,* in the third year of Trajan, 
a little more than two years after his 
banishment, and about the twenty- 
fifth of his Episcopate, when he had 
been sole Bishop of Rome nine years, 
six months, and as many days, ac- 
cording to Baronius; or according to 
Bucherius, nine years, eleven months, 
and twelve days. His martyrdom is 
placed by Baronius on the 24th Nov. 
but on the 9th of that month by Bu- 
cherius, which is supposed to be the 
most correct. 

Several writings are attributed to 
this holy man, but all of them are of 
doubtful authority, except his first 
Epistle to the Church at Corinth. 
This Epistle was esteemed so excel- 
lent by the primitive Christians, that 


Ghost continued with the Church for some 
time after the Apostolical age. Just. Mar- 
tyr. Dial. pp. 308. 315. Spencer in Notis 
ad Origen contra Cels. p.5. Hale's Anal. 
of Chronol. ii. b. 2, pp. 1068, 1069. Jor- 
tin’s Remarks on Eccl. Hist. I. p. 285. 
Lond. 1805 

* Euseb. Eccl. His. lib. 3, ¢. 34. Hieron 
De Script. Ecc}. in Clem 
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it was publicly read in their Churches, 
as we are assured by Dionysius, who 
was Bishop of Corinth A. D. 180, 
and this practice continued for three 
hundred years after the death of its 
author; and according to some, down 
to the fifth century.* 
A PARISH MINISTER. 


—~—— 


For the Gospel Messenger. 
ON PUBLIC RELIGIOUS LIBRARIES 


Amonc the most judicious mea- 
sures of our Seciety for the Advanée- 
ment of Christianity, was the creating 
in this city, a Library composed chief- 
ly of theological works, to which the 
members of our Church, by contribu- 
ting- annually a small sum, and the 
candidates for the ministry without ex- 
pense, might be permitted to have 
access. To this institution several 
persons both in and out of the city, 
and in particular the late Gen. Pinck- 
ney, Col. Samuel Warren, and Tho. 
S. Grimke, Esq. have contributed 
valuable books. 

It is very desirable that a public li- 
brary should exist in eath of our 
country parishes, not only as an ob- 
vious means of advancing the great 
cause of knowledge and virtue, but 
as an important auxiliary to the Min- 
ister of the Church, in whose intellec- 
tual and moral improvement each of 
his parishioners is of course seriously 
interested. It is well known that 
books are expensive, especially those 
larger ones which are chiefly used for 
reference, and it is not often that they 
are to be had in a private library, at 
least in the library of a Minister whose 
pecuniary ability is in general so li- 
mited. It is with great pleasure, 
therefore, that we have understood 
that in several of our parishes library 
associations have been formed, and 


* Jun. Preefat. in Epis. Clem. Euseb. 1. 
3, c. 12. Hieron. vir. illust. c. 15. 

See this excellent Letter in Archbishop 
Wake’s translation of the Apostolical Fa- 
thers, pp. 11—24. 145-182. New-York, 
1810. 
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we trust that in due season no one of 
them will be without such convenient 
and useful institutions. 

With the view of promoting this 
purpose, liberal appropriations were 
made in the last century by the So- 
ciety for Propagating the Gospel, 
who were chiefly moved thereto by 
the Rev. Dr. Bray. The Rev. Wm. 
Reeves, in his admirable work on the 
Fathers, most probably had the above 
excellent Society in view when he 
expressed himself as follows: “God 
be praised, the country clergy have 
some lay friends yet, as well as those 
of their own order, who think them 
objects not of ridicule, but pity; who 
‘Jove our nation,’ and have enriched 
us with libraries to assuage the pain 
of contempt and poverty by an appli- 
cation to books, and to enable us to 
serve God and his people better: For 
which be their memories ever pre- 
cious among us, and ‘wheresoever in 
these parishes the Gospel shall be 
preached, there let this also, that these 
men have done, be told for a memo- 
rial’ of them till the resurrection of 
the just, when ‘he that receiveth a 
Prophet in the name of a Prophet, 
shall receive a Prophet’s reward.’ ” 

ZEAL ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. 


—»— 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


Tue subjoined remarks taken from 
a late number of the Christian Ob- 
server, indicate an awakened atten- 
tion in England to the subject of the- 
ological education, which I am hap- 
py to believe, is, in part, the fruit of 
the interest excited in that country in 
behalf of our own Seminaries. It 
would gratify me much to be able to 
add, that the remarks are less applica- 
ble to this country than to that; but 
as truth will not allow this, I am de- 
sirous at least to appropriate to our- 
selves the benefit of any influence 
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which they may have in promoting 
the cause of Biblical learning, by re- 
commending them, through your pa- 
ges, to the notice of your readers, 
both lay and clerical. To the latter 
they hold out an inducement to stu- 
dy, and to the former an encourage- 
ment to promote sacred learning by 
a liberal endowment of our Theologi- 


cal Seminaries. 
A. A. 


From the Christian Observer. 


ON THE USE AND IMPORTANCE 
OF BIBLICAL STUDIES. 


The slight degree of attention paid 
by the great body of theological stu- 
dents in this country, to the original 
language of the Old Testament, has 
been often and justly lamented. At 
different periods of our history, we 
have indeed had men among us who 
have cultivated this department of 
literature with splendid success, and 
applied it with signal ability to 
the elucidation of the Scriptures. 
But still it cannot be denied that lit- 
tle comparatively has been done, and 
that our countrymen, while they have 
extended their researches to almost 
every subject, either literary or scien- 
tific, have been far eclipsed by the con- 
tinental nations, both in the number of 
those who have devoted themselves to 
this study, and in the extent to which 
these inquiries have been carried. 
By far the greater part even of our 
clergy are entirely unacquainted with 
the Iebrew text, and few indeed are 
critically versed in its niceties; though 
upon them as the accredited guardi- 
ans of religion, devolves the office of 
explaining and enforcing the truths 
which it contains. This circumstance 
will appear the more surprising, 
when we consider the ardour with 
which theological studies in general 
have been prosecuted amongst—the 
number and variety of our religious 
controversies, both amongst the mem- 
bers of our ewn church, and the sece- 
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ders from her pale—and the zeal, for 
which we have long been distinguish- 

ged as a nation, for practical piety and 
devotion. 

In the hope that some of your rea- 
ders may be induced to consider this 
subject with the attention which it de- 
serves, and be led to the cultivation 
of a much neglected field of inquiry, 
I beg to offer a few thoughts, upon 
the use and importance of Biblical 
studies. It is gratifying to witness 
the growing interest which they have 
of late begun to excite in our universi- 
ties; a allude more particularly to 
one of them;) nor can we speak too 
highly of those whose zeal and piety 
have been employed in enkindling 
the flame. May it spread far and 
wide, and be the means under the 
merciful providence of God, of pro- 
moting in an eminent degree that 
“sound knowledge, and religious edu- 
cation” for which, in our university 
pulpits, we are statedly called upon 
to pray. 

Much might be said relative to 
the advantages to he reaped from 
Hebrew literature, considered merely 
as a literary pursuit. To the anti- 
quarian and philologist it opens a 
most interesting and extensive field of 
view. — But it is in its more particular 
application, as being the channel 
through which, from the earliest times, 
the streams of Divine Revelation 
have flowed, that it has an especial 
claim to our regard. Like the ark of 
the Covenant, it has been for ages the 
depository of those sacred records 
which were written with the finger 
of God, and conveyed to mankind a 
transcript of his will. 

As the Bible is the only source from 
which a knowledge of true religion 
can be derived, it becomes a matter 
of the first importance, that the lan- 
guage in which it is written be pro- 
perly explained; for any inference 
which is deduced from incorrect or 
imperfect views of it, is an inference, 
not from the word of God, but from 
the opinions of men. It is impossible 
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to say how many false ideas have 
been formed upon the most momemt- 
ous truths, how many unscriptural 
tenets maintained, how many disputes 
excited from the circumstance of our 
making a translation, and not the or- 
iginal Scriptures, our text book in di- 
vinity. The excellence of our En- 
glish version is universally admitted; 
but the study of Oriental literature, 
and of Biblical criticism, like every 
other pursuit which has occupied the 
time and ingenuity of man, has been 
making continual progress since that 
translation first appeared. Without 
therefore in any degree depreciating 
either the labour or the learning of 
those excellent men who bequeathed 
to us this invaluable testimony of 
their powers of learning and sound 
criticism, we may fairly infer that 
every biblical student of the pre- 
sent day would derive incomparable 
benefit, were he to imitate their exam- 
ple as well as profit by their experi- 
ence, and lay the foundation of his 
theological knowledge in an accurate 
and extensive acquaintance with the 
Hebrew text. In the case of the 
New Testament, every sound classi- 
cal scholar will be ready to admit, 
that, although a translation may suf- 
fice extremely well for the practical 
and devotional study of its contents, 
it is only by a careful attention to the 
Greek original, that he can become . 
thoroughly embued with the spirit of 
its several authors, and enter into all 
those nicer shades of meaning which 
distinguish their respective composi- 
tions. Now, whatever be the value 
of this argument as far as concerns 
the due interpretation of the New 
Testament, it is equally applicable to 
the language of the Old. We are 
too much in the habit of considering 
the Scriptures as a single and entire 
volume, to be interpreted throughout 
upon identically the same principles, 
without any reference to the distin- 
guishing character of the authors of 
its several parts, or the peculiar use 
of words in the ages in which they 
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respectively wrote. The canon of 
Scripture being complete, and our at- 
tention being habitually directed to it 
through the medium of a translation, 
which, being coeval in all its parts, has 
thrown a clothing of the same texture 
over many things essentially distinct, 
we forget, while studying its contents, 
that ages intervened between the 
composition of its extreme books; 
and that the same or similar circum- 
stances which modified the beautiful 
language of Greece, exerted an influ- 
ence of the same kind, though perhaps 
differing in degree, upon the vernacu- 
lar tongue of the Jews. The analo- 
gy that subsists between the changes 
incidental to language, and to the be- 
ings whose ideas it embodies, holds 
good in this as in other instances. 
The golden and silver ages of He- 
brew literature are perfectly distinct, 
and a correct understanding of their 
varieties is essential to a full know- 
ledge of Scripture. The language of 
is again different in some res- 
pects from the sober livery of prose. 
Now all this, whatever be its value in 
the due interpretation of the Bible, 
must be lost to one who is ignorant of 
the langnage employed. It is true 
that the less instructed may avail 
themselves of the light which has 
been thrown upon these subjects by 
the labours of the learned; but we 
might as well expect to see with the 
eyes of another man, as to reap the 
full advantage of another man’s intel- 
lectual labours, unless our own minds 
be to a certain degree informed. 
Without this prerequisite, we have 
not the means of judging respecting 
the accuracy or even the probability 
of such matters as are brought before 
us. We cannot, in short, have an 
opinion of our own. The 
consequence of this inability is, that 
our views are confined, and our judg- 
ment becomes enslaved to the opin- 
ions of others, in whose assertions we 
have been taught implicitly to confide. 
It is not intended, in these remarks, 
to exalt above its proper rank, the 
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value of human learning, as subsidia- 
ry to the study of the Scriptures—nor 
to place it at all in competition wi 
that teaching of God which is indi 
pensably requisite. Neither, again, 
is it intended to imply that it is the 
duty of all divines to forsake the pro- 
vince of expository theology, and to 
give themselves to the critical study 
of divinity. Let the basis of our 
knowledge be laid in deep humility, 
Let us earnestly desire and heartily 
pray for the continual illumination of 
God’s Holy Spirit, without which, 
though we had investigated all the 
stores of antiquity, we should be but 
as the sounding brass and the tinkling 
cymbal. But let us at the same time 
open our eyes to the fact that we are 
living under an ordinary, not an ex- 
traordinary dispensation of that Spirit; 
and that we cannot attain, but by his 
blessing on our diligent research, 
that knowledge which in the miracu- 
lous ages was conveyed by immediate 
inspiration. Where the degrees of 
piety, diligence, and all other circum- 
tances are equal, the best theologian 
and most learned man will make the 
most useful divine. It becomes us, 
therefore, in our measure, to aim at 
what may be extensively useful, 
though not to the exclusion of other 
things, which our peculiar circumstan- 
ces may render more expedient. 
Upon the importance of duly un- 
derstanding the Old Testament, we 
might fairly build the necessity of He- 
brew learning. But this is not all. 
The influence which its language has 
exercised upon that of the New gives 
it an additional importance, of which 
the biblical student ought not to lose 
sight. Without a competent know- 
ledge of it, we cannot avail ourselves 
of the labours of such men as Light- 
foot and Schoettgen, whose resear- 
ches in Rabbinical literature have en- 
abled them to illustrate its phraseolo- 
py to a degree which could scarcely 
ve been conceived. This know- 


ledge is also necessary to enable the 
Biblical student duly to appreciate 
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that irrefragable argument for the ge- 
nuineness of the Christian Records 
which arises from the peculiar style 
and dialect in which they are penned. 
The Latinisms which a classical 
scholar will detect in them, may con- 
vince him that the age of their ap- 
pearance must have been subsequent 
to the triumph of the Roman arms, 


.and the subsequent introduction of 


many of the political terms of Roman 
igjn into the conquered lands. An 
acquaintance with Hebrew will give 
additional value to the argument. 
Every chapter of the New Testament 
affords decisive evidence to one who 
is versed in Oriental idioms, that it 
could have been -written only by a 
Jew. A work written in Greek, em- 
bued with the phraseology and idio- 
niatic expressions of Palestine, and 
bearing distinct marks of being com- 
under the preponderance of the 
power, carries along with it 
incontestable proof of the date to 
which it should be assigned. Nor, 
amidst the mass of evidence upon 
which we build our holy faith, is this 
aconsideration lightly to be regard- 
ed. 
Another benefit, and one of no 
stall importance, resulting from an 
enlarged acquaintance with Biblical 
learning in its purest form, is its tenden- 
cy to promote peace, and to soften the 
asperity of religious disputation. The 
most vehement of all controversies 
are those which are founded in _ 
_— and contracted views. The 
igher we ascend in the search of 
trath, the more do we rise above the 
mists and exhalations which brood 
upon the valley beneath. In the 
progress of our inquiries, if we do not 
arrive at the same conclusions with 
others, we learn at least that there is 
room to differ, and can endure to see 
our fellow-student adopt a different 
ioh to our own, without feel- 

ing a conviction that ours must inevi- 
tably be correct. It is true, indeed, 
“that knowledge puffeth up:” but it is 


“knowledge when abused; and I must 
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again remark, that I am not institu- 
ting a comparison between piety and 
learning; but between a pious man, 
who has superadded the blessings of 
learning to those of religion, and an 
uninformed though devoted servant of 
God. How many of the disputes and 
schisms which have rent the Christian 
church might have been avoided, but 
for that positiveness which is the-in- 
separable companion of ignorance! 

It has been objected to the study of 
Hebrew that it tends to unsettle the 
mind, and to involve in perplexity 
many points, which but for its inter- 
ference would have been clear and 
undisturbed. It may indeed, as en- 
larged knowledge always will, teach 
us to call in question some positions 
which we may have imbibed in our 
very childhood, and from long ac- 
quaintance have learned to consider 
sacred. But no thinking man will 
allow this to be any argument against 
improvement in Biblical any more 
than in any other science. im- 
mutable interests of truth can never 
suffer from knowledge well applied. 

It is well known that Oriental liter- 
ature has been of late years prosecu- 
ted with astonishing success upon the 
continent, and especially in uni- 
versities of Germany. The most 
philosophical grammars in Hebrew, 
as in other languages, with the most 
copious and accurate lexicons of the 
Oriental tongues, have been imported 
from that country into our own. 
Happy would it have been, had the 
knowledge so well acquired, been in 
all instances directed to the purest 
ends. But this unhappily has not 
been invariably the case. A system 
of interpretation has been widely 
adopted by the continental theolo- 
gians, which, if fully acted upon, 
would rob Revelation of all its pecu- 
liarities. ‘There are indeed, even 
among their own body, honourable 
exceptions of persons who have stood 
forward in opposition to the wild hy- 
potheses of the German theologists; 
but the infection has spread far and 

38 
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widely, and has produced consequen- 
ces which the Christian student can- 
not sufficiently lament. It is extreme- 
ly desirable that the lovers of sound 
doctrine should meet such critics as 
those to whom I allude, upon their 
own ground. The writings of the 
German divines are beginning to be 
extensively circulated in this country, 
and will undoubtedly be more so, 
from the quantity of philological in- 
formation which they convey. The 
only safeguard against the wild and 
unscriptural opinions conveyed in 
them, is to be found in the successful 
culture and proper application of 
Biblical knowledge. With the same 
weapons also must we combat, as 
they from time to time arise, the false 
and injurious doctrines, which the 
Unitarians of our own country are 
continually endeavouring to obtrude 
upon the pages of the sacred volume. 
The most illiterate Christian, with the 
vernacular version in his hand, may 
indeed easily confute their unscriptu- 
ral opinions; but as they appeal from 
this simple process to elaborate phi- 
lological arguments, it is necessary 
that the sound Biblical student should 
be able to meet them in this arena, 
and thus to overturn, as has hitherto 
been most triumphantly done, their 
unhallowed speculations. 

An extraordinary zeal for the dif- 
fusion of the truth in foreign lands, is 
one of those characteristics of the pre- 
sent age, upon which it is impossible 
for a considerate and christian mind 
to reflect without feelings of the most 
lively satisfaction. The Christian be- 
holds in this anxiety a pledge of the 
reality of that principle which has 
given it birth. He dwells upon it 
with delight, as affording a happy an- 
ticipation of those glorious days, poin- 
ted out, as he believes, in the sha- 
dowy forms and obscure though glow- 
ing language of prophecy, when the 
blessing which he has long considered 
his own will cease to be so in a pecu- 
liar and distinctive manner; the know- 


ledge of God’s word, like the light and 
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heat of the great luminary of heaven, 
having gone forth urco all lands, 
and the sound thereof unto the ends 
of the earth. -To both Jew and Gen- 
tile the voice of invitation is now ad- 
dressed, that the wall of partition be- 
ing broken down, they may all be- 
come one fold under one Shepherd. 
The expedients to which Christian 
benevolence may have recourse to the 
furtherance of these objects, are as di- 
versified as the various situationg and 
circumstances of those in wW 
breasts it dwells. Perhaps, however, 
it may not be too much to say, thata 
life devoted to Oriental studies in gen- 
eral, and with an especial reference 
to Biblical criticism and interpreta- 
tion, might, by God’s blessing, be a 
gift, than which it ‘would, be impossi- 
ble in the present state of the church 
to cast one more valuable into the 
treasury of christian love. A know 
ledge of Hebrew and of the Hebrew 
Scriptures is the only weapon where 
with we can hope to assail the Jew. 
Entrenching himself in prejudices 
which education and habit have forti- 
fied, with the conviction that his has 
long been an injured and persecuted 
race, he betakes himself to a species 
of argument, the subtilties of which 
can be unravelled only by those who 
are acquainted with the language to 
which he refers, and the peculiar na 
ture of the criticism which has been 
employed upon it. And who, whes 
Egypt and Ethiopia shall stretch out 
their hands for the word of God, will 
be able to satisfy their cravings, and to 
impart to them the bread of life, but 
those who possess such facilities of 
communication, as a knowledge of 
their vernacular tongue can alone sup- 
ply? 

To the Christian who delights in 
the devotional study of the sacred 
volume, and like the Psalmist, medi- 
tates therein day and night, it must 
be a source of unspeakable satisfac- 
tion to have access to the original lan- 
guages in which it was composed. 
To sing the songs of Zion in their na 
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tive beauty—to enjoy communion 
with the saints of old—and enkindle 
the flame of piety upon the same al- 
tar, are privileges of high value. Nor 
are they mere gratifications only, but 
they are often productive of great 
spiritual benefit, opening to us un- 
numbered associations calculated to 
affect the mind, and to assist us in 
worshipping God in spirit and in 
truth. The Hebrew Psalter has been 
found by many Christians, what there 
is reason to believe it was to our bles- 
sed Lord himself, a manuel of devo- 
tion and praise. Bishop Horne has 
recorded, in the Preface to his com- 
mentary, how rich and various were 
the joys which he experienced while 
engaged in the study of it. The plea- 
sure of which he speaks may be that al- 
so of every ‘Biblical student, if only his 
literary attainments be made subser- 
vient to the sam® hallow ed purposes; 
for the permission to draw water with 
gladness out of these wells of salvation 
isunlimited. Would that all felt that 
thirst which nothing but the water 
from this living spring can satisfy! 
A. 


—>— 


We have requested and obtained 
permission to insert in this number 
of our work, the following brief no- 
tice of the late General C. C. Pinck- 
ney, with which, on the.second Sun- 
day after his decease, Bishop Bowen 
concluded’a sermon delivered in St. 
Michael’s Church, on the wisdom of 
being religious; from the words, 
“The fear of the Lord is wisdom, 
and the knowledge of the holy is un- 
derstanding.” Prov. ix. 10. 


Among the many names, splen- 
did with the renown of ability and 
virtue, to be found in the annals 
of christian faith, it is our happiness 
to see that of the venerable patriot, 
statesman, and soldier, who, long so 
much the pride of our community, 
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has recently been removed from all 
mortal scenes. Gratitude for the so 
great prolongation of a life so valued 
and useful, did not forbid the sorrow- 
ful sense of privation, when at length, 
its days were numbered, and the af- 
fections of a mourning people, have co- 
piously poured their tributary honours 
over his memory. In this place, cir- 
cumstances would permit no expecta- 
tion of its eulogium. They had assign- 
ed it to other scenes, where, it has been 
exgcuted with pious pastoral fidelity 
and excellence. Yet here you will 
see no transgression of limits, within 
which, your ministers may properly 
consider their duty to be placed, in 
the mention of this honoured and la- 
mented man, as an example of the 
peculiar wisdom, which it has been 
the business of this occasion to vindi- 
cate before you—the wisdom of re- 
ligious faith and practice. We glo- 
ry, as Americans, in the name of 
General Pinckney. We glory in his 
name, because of its so honourable 
association with the events which 
made our country independent and 
great among the nations of the earth. 
We glory as members of this com- 
monwealth in particular, in the repu- 
tation of his martial bravery and sci- 
ence, his political maynanimity, his 
ever even unsuspected integrity and 
honour, his enlightened ability and 
usefulness in the various occupations 
of public, and his urbanity, benevo- 
lence and amiableness, in all the in- 
tercourse and relations of social and 
of private life—and we are justly 
proud of his illustrious name, as that 
of one, whose intellectual excellence, 
threw its adorning brightness over all 
the widely extended circle, of which 
he was, so long, the centre. Shall 
we not, also, as Christians, indulge a 
similar delight and pride, in the me- 
mory of this so eminently wise, hon- 
ourable, virtuous and enlightened citi- 
zen, as that of one who firmly be- 
lieved in Jesus, and stedfastly follow- 
ed his commands? Simulation, it is 
well known to all, was in no instance 
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more remote from the human charac- 
ter, than in that of this our venerable 
christian brother. His religion is 
sincerely believed to have been deep- 
ly seated in the heart. It were scarce- 
ly possible that any one who saw him 
in the house of God, a partaker in its 
solemnities, and especially at the ta- 
ble of its most holy and interesting 
ordinance, ‘should doubt of this: or 
should not receive a lasting impres- 
sion of the strong and intense con- 
viction of mind and soul, which was 
evident in his aspect and demeanor. 

The religion of Gen. Pinckney was 
not the mere result of accidental cir- 
cumstances of domestic influence and 
education. Strong as the tendency 
of parental authority and example, 
must, in his case, have been, to insti- 
tute religious faith and obligation as 
the principle of future life and char- 
acter, it is certain that circumstances 
powerfully combined to impress the 
progress of his mind and habits to- 
wards manhood,* and in all his early 
manhood, in a far other manner; nor 
is there reason to believe that the 
profession which he conspicuously 
made of Christian principles, as a 
member of the Church, in the commu- 
nion of which he died, was the result 
of any earthly influence, but that of the 
same profound and extensive inquiry, 
carried at an advanced period of life, 
into this subject, which, otherwise so 
variously applied, entitled him as 
much to the reputation of general 
learning and knowledge, in a degree 
seldom to be found, as to that of en- 
lightened Christian piety. 

The religious obedience of this ve- 
nerable member of the Church, was 
in accordance with his religious pro- 
fession. As in every instance, the 
religious obedience of man, at best, 
must be, it was, indeed, imperiect.? 


* It was in the high day of literary and 
philosophical infidelity, that Gen. P. pur- 
sued his professional studies in France 
and England. . 

+ It has been erroneously apprehended, 
that Genera] Pinckney, although not the 
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Still we may indulge the grateful sense 
of the value and excellence of his 
christian practice, and regret that 
consistency of conduct with profes- 
sion, as honourably exemplary as his, 
is not more frequently to_ be rejoiced 
in, and that which is less so, less fre- 
quently, in all religious communities, 
to be deplored. In all that the reli- 
gion which he professed, required, of 
charity and kindness, condescension 
and humanity, equity and truth, sim 
plicity and godly sincerity, a less ex- 
ceptionable example than his, will, 
seldom, it is believed, present itself to 
the most extensive observation. And 
of that influence of religious faith, 
which induces the habit of devotional 
communion with God, and makes it 
the solace and support of the soul in 
trouble, in sorrow and in’ death, we 
have authority to be assured of the 
existence, in the casé of this distin- 
guished man, in a manner the most 
happily efficacious. The character 
of the disease, which closed the scene 
of his mortal life, forbad any such 
converse with surrounding friends, as 
could, particularly and distinctly, 
make known the religious feelings of 
the hour. But they were manifest in 
an influence, which marked his death 
with a composure and tranquilliiy of 
spirit, a patience and complacency of 
temper, and an often illumined de 
voutness of aspect, bespeaking to 


advocate of duelling, yet, to tlre latest pe- 
riod of his life, countenanced, with the 
high authority of his concurrence, the 
prevailing sentiment of its unavoidable 
necessity. The contrary is abundanily 
warranted to be believed. Whiile still in 
the fulness of its vigour, his mind be- 
came disencumbered of the imposition, 
to which on this subject, the best minds 
have often uoh#ppily, been submitted; 
and although his sympathy and kind- 
ness, were never withheld from those, 
who, iu this respect, subjected themselves, 
with no offence against what he held to 
be honour, to that t)ranny of opinion, 
under which, he confessed, that it had 
been his own misfortune, to have labour- 
ed, yet was there no ground, on which, he 
would permit the justificalion of the du- 
ellist to rest. 
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the beloved relatives who shared the 
melancholy ‘privilege of witnessing 
the scene, the stedfastness of faith, 
the presence of the Giver of grace 
with the believer, and the comfortable 
assurance of immortality. 

In thus adducing the late venerable 
and long honoured head of our com- 
munity, as an example of the wisdom 
which consists with sincere and effec- 
tual christian conviction and obedi- 
ence, I am not conscious, of any in- 
fluence, which could lead me beyond 
the line which the strict fact of his 
interesting case will warrant. Let 
his memory, then, remain with us; 
and upon the youthful mind, especial- 
ly, let its impression be placed, with 
all the solicitude with which it becomes 
us in our various stations and relations 
te feel for their best interest and hon- 
our, as that of one, who, honoured as 
he was of men, yet was mainly anx- 
jous for the honour that cometh 

God; who, wise as he was in 
all that makes the reputation of wis- 
dom among men, saw in the best wis- 
dom of the world, naught but weak- 
ness and ignorance, in comparison 
with the wisdom, which, through faith 
in Christ, is given from above; and 
who, happy and blest, as, for the 
principal tenor of his lot on earth, he 
had been, yet knew no happiness, no 
good, that could supersede the neces- 
sity to man, of the Christian’s faith 
in redemption through the atoning ef- 
ficacy of the cross, and the hope 
founded only upon it, of “honour, 
glory and immortality” beyond the 


ve, 

Finally, awed and admonished by 
the example of him whom while he 
lived, we so delighied to honour, let 
the sceptical, the scoffing. and the 
careless, be induced to consider, in a 
far other manner, than they have yet 
thought needful, the things which con- 
cern their salvation, and look to Jesus, 
with-another aspect than that of su- 
perciliousness or indifference, as the 
author and finisher of the only method 
by which it can be effected. <Ani- 
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mated, at the same time, by the ex- 
cellence of religious wisdom, adorning 
with its lustre, the memory of this 
admired and venerated man, let the 
believers and friends of the Gospel 
of the Son of God, rest with increas- 
ed confidence in the things,which they 
have learned, and in their sober deli- 
berate judgment have approved. In 
the conduct of one, who felt it not 
condescension in him, elevated as he 
was by character, understanding and 
condition, to lend his zealous atten- 
tion to all that might justly claim it, 
as instrumental of the advancement 
of religious truth, let us find a new 
incitement to act, for its interests, and 
the glory of God, in the virtue and 
happiness of men involved in them, a 
constant, consistent and decided part. 
Above all, let the memory of his religi- 
ous conduct, in the sanctuary so holy, 
and in all the intercourse of life, so be- 
nevolent and just, be recorded legibly 
among us; that by the pursuit of true 
religious wisdom, thus constituted, 
we may be induced to endeavour to 
bring honour to the cause of Christ, 
and put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men. Followers of Jesus, as 
the Captain of our salvation, let us, 
like our departed father, glory in his 
cross. Faithful to his laws, and there- 
fore, glad expectants of the immor- 
tality he promises, “det gour souls,” 
like , his, “boast themselves in the 
Lord,” all the day long, that while 
the humble hear thereof, and are glad, 
the proud may be brought to the ac- 
knowledgment, that the fear of the 
Lord, that is wisdom, and the 

ledge of the holy, that indeed is un- 
derstanding. 


—~p— 


Reason and Revelation. If we reject 
the light of revelation, and trust to the 
faint glimmering of human reason, it is 
like hunting for an intricate and obscure 
path by the weak rays of a candle, in the 
darkness of night, when we might have 
pursued the same research, in the blaze 
of the noon tide sun. 
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For the Gospel Messenger. 


“WHAT KIND OF IMPROVEMENT 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS CA- 
PABLE OF.” 


4n Extract from Vincentius Lirinensis. 


O Tinorny, O Bishop, O thou 
preacher or teacher of the word, if 
the Spirit of God has accomplished 
you with skill, dexterity, and wisdom, 
and all the other gifts of a master or 
builder, be thou a Bazaleel of this spi- 
ritual tabernacle, the Church of 
Christ; do thou, like a divine artist, 
polish the precious jewels of this hea- 
venly doctrine; set them with fideli- 
ty, and with all the advantages of 
wisdom; and where you can, add 
lustre, grace, and beauty. But to 
speak more plainly; in all your ex- 
positions let it be your business to 
set that only in a clearer light, which 
was believed before but more obscure- 
ly; let posterity bless your under- 
standing for helping them to see that 
more perfectly which their fore-fa- 
thers worshipped in the dark. And 
lastly, be sure that you teach the ve- 
ry same things you have been taught; 
and in such a manner too that when 
you take the liberty of expressing 
yourself after a new mode, you deliv- 
er nothing new in doctrine. But 
here then perhaps twill be asked, 
What! Nothing new, must there be 
no proficiency, no improvement of re- 
ligion in the Christian Church? Yes, 
without doubt, very much; for who 
can be so envious to man; so profess- 
ed an enemy of God, as to labour 
against such improvement? But then 
we must be sure not to change Chris- 
tianity, under the pretence of improv- 
ing it: For to improve any thing to 
the utmost, is to enlarge that thing to 
the just standard and perfection of 
its own nature. On the other side, 
*tis not so properly an improvement, 
as a change, when we mix something 
heterogeneous, and the thing ceases 
to be what it was in its own nature, 
and becomes of another kind. *Tis 
the duty then of all, and every indi- 


vidual Christian in every age of the 
church, to increase and ‘grow in un- 
derstanding, knowledge, and wisdom; 
but then they must continue Chris- 
tians still, the growth must be natur- 
al, in one and the same kind of faith, 
in the same meaning, and in the same 
mind. 7 

Let this then be our rule, let our 
minds grow in religion, just as our 
bodiés grow in bulk; for these, 
though by degrees they exfoliate and 
disclose that perfect symmetry of 
parts they had before in little; though 
they expand and enlarge their size, 
yet continue the very same bodies 
they were. There is a great differ. 
ence, ’tis true, between the flower of 
youth and the maturity of age, yet 
the man in his youth, and the man 
in his old age, is the same man still; 
and though his stature and his looks 
may be altered, yet his nature is the 
same, and he the very same person 
he always was. Our members in our 
infancy are small, and in our youth 
large, but for all this they are the ve- 
ry same members still; for infants 
have all the parts of men, and what- 
ever we find produced by the maiuri- 
ty of age, is nothing but an evolu- 
tion of that which was in the seed; 
so that there is no new perfection 
of essence accrues to man by growing 
old, he then has that only in large, 
which he had before in little. 

From hence therefore tis evident, 
that this only is the just and regular 
way of increasing the established and 
beautiful order of growing, when we 
always retain the same parts, and the 
same figure; and time does nothing 
else but spin out those principles to 
their due proportion, which the wis- 
dom of our Maker formed in us from 
the beginning. But now if the hu- 
man shape should grow deformed, 
and at length degenerate into a figure 
of another kind, or there should be 
any addition to, or any diminution 
from, the just number of parts, such a 
change, I say, must necessarily eith- 
er ruin the whole body, or make it 








RPeSesor reese BRE Sceessy 


5 s.- 


ecesesses 


[Oct. 


of the 
in un- 
isdom; 
Chris- 
natur- 
’ faith, 
e same 


et our 
as our 
these, 
te and 
ry of 
hough 
r size, 
bodies 
differ. 
ver of 
e, yet 
> man 
still; 
looks 
is the 
yerson 
in our 
youth 
he ve- 
nfants 
what- 
yacuri- 
evolu- 


ection 
owing 
large, 


ident, 
gular 
d and 
n we 
1d the 
thing 
es to 
- wis- 
from 
» hu- 
rmed, 
figure 
ld be 
tion 
uch a 
-eith- 
ke it 








1825.] 


monstrous, or certainly weakén it in 
avery great measure. In the same 
manner it is that the Christian reli- 
gion must grow; this is the rule it 
must follow in its proficiency and im- 
provement. It isto be corroborated by 
years, it is by degrees to increase to 
its just breadth and height; but in 
all this time of growing, it must con- 
tinue pure and entire, and perfectly 
the same in all its several parts and 
members. But to speak more plain- 
ly, the Christian faith must never ad- 
mit of any alteration in its essential 
properties, either by augmentation or 
diminution, but its definition or es- 
sence must always continue one and 
the same. 


——_. 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


ADVERSARIA, No. III. 


Attributes of the Saviour. Arians, 
Socinians, and Unitarians, in their at- 
tempts to support an hypothesis, 
greatly obscure the principal and dis- 
tinguishing glory of the Gospel, and 
sap the foundation of a poor sinner’s 
comfort. For my part, I find I stand 
in need of an Almighty reweg | = 
Almighty Helper, an Almight y- 
sician, 4 Almighty Shepherd. If I 
am one of “his people, and” of “the 
sheep of his pasture,” then I am an 
individual of a very numerous flock; 
a flock wide diffused and scattered “on 
a thousand hills” throughout the ha- 
bitable world: And if my Shepherd 
be not possessed of attributes unlimited 
and incommunicably divine, I should 
fear being overlooked amidst the mul- 
tiplicity of objects and concerns which 
must e his attention. But if 
Jesus, my Shepherd, be the omnipo- 
tent, omniscient, and omnipresent Je- 
hovah, as David’s Shepherd was, then 
my fears depart, suspicious glooms 
disperse, and cheerful hopes of pro- 
tection and safety dawn and revive. 
I see in my Shepherd every perfec- 
tion requisite for the office he sustains, 
and every qualification necessary to 
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enable him to take care of such needy, 


“oppressed, frail creatures as we are. 


e is perfectly acquainted with every 
individual of his flock; he is intimate- 
ly near them; his eye is upon them, 
and his ear is open to the prayers of 
all, equally as to the prayer of any 
— one; his arm supports. 
eads, guides, and protects them at all 
times, in all ages, and in all places: 
Their thoughts, their wants, their 
weaknesses, and complaints are all 
known to him; he is all-wise and all- 
mighty, and therefore he is able to 

netrate the most secret devices and 

idden machinations of their enemies, 
contro] the infernal powers, and take 
the wise in their own craftiness: the 
government is upon his shoulders, and 
the administration of universal provi- 
dence, over all nations, families, and 
persons, throughout the universe, is in 
his hand; and he can so effectually 
restrain, control, and manage in every 
case and circumstance, as to cause all 
things to work together for the good 
of those, who have put themselves 
under his pastoral care, and trust him 
with their all. “He feeds his flock 
as their shepherd, he carries the lambs 
in his arms, and gently leads those 
that are with young.” 

Such is our Shepherd; and could I 
be induced to suppose, for a moment, 
that he is not possessed of every at- 
tribute of divinity, supreme, and in- 
communicable, my hopes would sink, 
my heart faint, and my soul despair. 
But the very nature, of his office re- 
quires that he should be possessed of 
these divine perfections, and the Holy 
Scriptures assure us that he is possess- 
ed of them. And are we indeed un- 
der the care, management, and protec- 
tion of such a shepherd? Can we, 
through grace, say, “we are his people 
and the sheep of his pasture?” Then, 
surely, we have as good a right as 
David, to say, we shall lack nothing; 
nothing essential to our supreme, and 
final good. Like sheep, we are weak 
and prone to wander; but he restores 
the soul, reclaims from crooked ways, 
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and leads in paths of righteousness for 
his name’s sake. And what is his 
name, here referred to; but, the Lord, 
the Shepherd? This is a name of 
office, which he will not forget; but 
in every particular act in character, 
as the tenderest, the kindest, the best, 
and the most vigilant and careful shep- 
‘herd. O how safe, and happy are 
his people! Iam a poor, weak, wan- 
dering and stupid creature; I know it: 
I feel it. I am oppressed, defence- 
less in myself, and surrounded with 
enemies and ravenous beasts of prey. 
All of us, I doubt not, are in the same 
predicament. Yet, why should we 
fear, seeing all is made up in the full- 
ness, power, wisdom, faithfulness, 
care, and compassion of our divine 
Shepherd. My trust is, that he will 
provide for us, heal, restore, protect 
and guide us by his counsel, and, in 
spite of the combined powers of earth 
and hell, lead us safe to'glory. Then 
shall we see him as he is, be trans- 
formed into his likeness, be seated 
near him, and dwell in his presence 
forever. Life of Jarratt, pp. 199— 
203. Balt. 1806. 


Sectarian Errors. Some sects 
have no precise ideas, and therefore 
no Creeds, Catechisms, Confessions 
of Faith, nor any ecclesiastical histo- 
ry; hence their doctrines will be un- 
steady; sects will ramify and mix im- 
perceptibly, keeping the same names, 
in such a manner as to elude all regu- 
lar and systematical investigation. 
Hey’s Norrissian Lectures, Ul. p. 
38. 


Church of England not Calvinis- 
tic. The 17th Article points out the 
danger of indulging unfounded notions 
concerning predestination; and, lest 
any of the terms which it has em- 
ployed should be supposed to lie open 
to an arbitrary and personal inter- 
pretation, it closes the subject with a 
caution, which is intended to cover 
and control the whole—“that, in 
point, of belief, we are to receive the 
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divine promises as they are generally 
declared in the scriptures; and that 
in point of obedience, we are to follow 
that will of God which is expressly 
enjoined to us in his word.” Quar- 
terly Review II. p. 270. Am. Ed. 


Faith without works. Some per- 
sons will fast and pray, sigh and 
groan, yea, and do all acts of religion 
which cost them nothing, but will not 
give one farthing to the poor: what 
benefit is there of all the rest of their 
devotions? Basil. Homil in Matt. 
xix. Read James ii. 14—19. 


On plain preaching. “The test 
of the excellence of a sermon is the 
degree of its approach to the scriptur- 
al model, and it may be confidently 
affirmed of the New Testament, that 
it is the simplest of all Books; and of 
the Saviour of the world, that he is 
the plainest of all teachers. We may 
observe also, that that eminent A pos- 
tle St. Paul made it his boast, that in 
all his communications and addresses 
to the churches, he had used “great 
plainness of speech.” We have of- 
ten to regret, both in reading and 
hearing sermons, but particularly the 
latter, where all or any of our fellow 
listeners, are persons whose circum- 
stances have deprived them of the 
benefit of a liberal education, the oe- 
currence of terms, allusions, and 
ideas, of a very complicated charac- 
ter, which demand a secret movement 
of the educated mind to analyze, and 
which rust therefore be wholly unin- 
telligible to the greater part of the au- 
ditors. How much more noble than 
this ostentatious parade was the reso- 
lution of a Minister, celebrated both 
for his learning and his piety, never 
to employ a difficult word, if he 
could find an easy one; because a 

r but pious hearer once inquired of 

im, who those primitive Christians 
were, of whom he had said so much, 
and was quite astonished to find that 
they were only those who lived near- 
est to the time of our Lord. He ever 
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afterwards called them the first Chris- 
tians.”” Cecil. 


Domus Ultima. The following 
Epigram was written by the celebra- 
ted and learned traveller, Edward 
Daniel Clarke, LL. D. ox seeing the 
words Domus Ultima inscribed on 
the vault belonging to the Dukes of 
Richmond: 

Did he who thus inscribed the wall, 

Not read, or not believe, St. Paul, 

Who says, there is, where’er it stands, 

Another house not made with hands; 

Or may we gather from these words 

That house is not a house of Lords. 

National Gaselie. 


Facts respecting Howard the Phi- 
lanthropist. ‘This good man used to 
say to his friends: “It is as near to 
heaven from Grand Cairo, as from 
London. If we meet again here, may 
we be nearer heaven;° if in another 
world, may it be in heaven.” This 
is in the true spirit of St. Paul: “I 
go—unto Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that shall befall me there, save , 
that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in 
every city, saying, that bonds and af- 
flictions abide me. But none of these 
things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus.” Acts xx. 22—25. 

Near the close of his journal he 
writes: “I am a stranger and pilgrim 
here; but, I trust, through grace, go- 
ing to a land peopled with my fathers 
and my kindred, and the friend of 
my youth. And I trust my spirit will 
mingle with those pious dead, and be 
for ever with the Lord.” How hum- 
ble, affectionate, and devout! 

It has been remarked of this Phi- 
lanthropist, that “he never took a ride 
without having the satisfaction of 
learning that he had, before his re- 
turn, contributed in some way to 
make a fellow creature happy.” 


Calvin’s opinion of Forms of 
Prayer. As to a form of Prayer and 
GOS. MES.—VOL. II. 
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of Ecclesiastical Rites, I highly ap- 
prove that it should be certain, from 
which it may not be lawful for any 
minister to depart: As well in consi- 
deration of the weakness and ignor- 
ance of some, as that it may more 
plainly appear, how our Churches 
agree amongst themselves; and lastly, 
that a stop may be put to the giddiness 
of those who affect novelties. Cal- 
vin’s letter to the Protector of En- 
gland under Edward VI. See Arch- 
bishop Secker’s works, iii. p. 381. 3d 
Ed. Dub. 1775. 

Prayers. Extemporary prayer is 
the sole act of the minister; he there- 
fore kneels, and prays for the people, 
who stand before him, and listen. 

Where forms of prayer are used, 
the minister leads, and prays with, 
the people; who kneel, as well as the 
minister, when offering up their joint 
prayers to the throne of Grace. 


Grandeur of God. As God de- 
lights to manifest himself in the Little 
as wel! as in the great, he has shown 
his consummate wisdom, in every part 
of the vegetable creation. Who can 
account for, or comprehend the struc- 
ture of a single tree or plant? The 
roots, the stem, the woody fibres, the 
bark, the rind, the air-vessels, the sap- 
vessels, the leaves, the flowers and the 
fruits, are so many mysteries. All 
the skill, wisdom, and power of men 
and angels, could not produce a sin- 
gle grain of wheat? A serious and 
reflecting mind can see the grandeur 
of God not only in the immense ce- 
dars on Lebanon, but also in the end- 
lessly varied forests that appear to 
the microscope in the mould of cheese, 
stale paste, &c. &c.” Clarke’s Com- 
ment. Gen. i. 11. 


The Sun of Righteousness. It is 
worthy of remark, that on the fourth 
day of the creation the Sun was form- 
ed, and then “first tried his beams 
athward the gloom profound;” and 
that at the conclusion of the fourth 

39 








306 Responsibility of Females. 


millenary from the creation, accord- 
ing to the Hebrew, the Sun of righ- 
teousness shone upon the world, as 
deeply sunk in that mental darkness 
produced by sin, as the ancient world 
was while teeming darkness held the 
dominion, till the sun was created as 
the dispenser of light. What would 
the natural world be without the sun? 
A howling waste, in which neither 
animal nor vegetable life could possi- 
bly exist. And what would the moral 
world be without Jesus Christ, and 
the light of his word and spirit? Just 
what those parts of it now are, where 
his light has not yet shone—“Dark 
places of the earth, filled with the 
habitations of cruelty,” where error 
prevails without end; and superstition, 
engendering false hopes and false 
fears, degrades. and debases the mind 
ofman. Ibid. v. 16. 
Clerical Discretion. 1 would take 
this opportunity of urging upon every 
zealous advocate of the peculiar truths 
of the Gospel, the necessity of cau- 
tion, lest by any indiscretion he excite 
unnecessary prejudice. It is of the 
last importance clearly to distinguish 
between what is essential and what 
may be only expedient. In the form- 
er, no compromise can possibly be 
made. The truth, in a Christian spir- 
it, and in its just proportions, must be 
delivered, fearless of all consequeirces. 
But there is much scope for delibera- 
tion, as to the extent to which im- 
provements ought to be pushed. A 
minister may discharge his own con- 
science, and his flock may be saved, 
without adopting them at all: and it 
becomes a simple question of ultim- 
ate advantage or disadvantage, wheth- 
er they should be introduced. Taken 
by themselves, the question is decided 
at once; but, taken in their neces- 
sary connexion with other things, 
they require a sound judgment to de- 
termine their expediency. The ben- 
efit expected may be purchased at too 
hich a price; and the price should be 
ascertained, to its fuil extent, before 
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any experiment be made. If some 
good men had previously calculated 
the degree of irritation and the party 
spirit which a change in modes of 
singing; or in the usual version of the 
Psalms; or in times of performing Di- 
vine service; and other innovations 
on long-established customs, were 
likely to produce, they would have 
hesitated before they adopted the ob- 
noxious measures: and at least have 
waited till a fair opportunity had oc- 
curred of making the alteration, with 
the least possible violence to inveter- 
ate prejudices. Rashness, in these 
respects, has frequently excited strong 
opposition; and sometimes led to the 
removal of valuable men from impor- 
tant stations. In such cases, it is un- 
just to attach these consequences to a 
faithful discharge of pastoral duties: 
they ought rather to be ascribed to a 
want of judgment, and an ill-disci- 
plined mind, in the individual who 
forced his plans, and could brook no 
opposition to his wishes. Jerram’s 


- Tribute of Parental Affection, p.107. 


COACTOR. 
oe 
From the Family Visitor. 


RESPONSIBILITY OF FEMALES. 


Tue remark is as true as it is com- 
mon, that in countries far advanced in 
civilization and refinement, our sex 
have the principal agency in giving to 
society its moral and intellectual as- 
pect. As the subject of female inilu- 
ence has been discussed in your col- 
umns, it is not my design to enter up- 
on that topic, but to contribute in my 
humble measure towards giving ‘it a 
right direction. 

If our influence is great, our res- 
ponsibility is proportionably great. 
If we have the power of moulding 
society, toa considerable extent, ac- 
cording to our will, the vices that mar 
its beauty and happiness, and which 
our influence is not exerted to suppress, 
will be imputed to us, and must be 
answered for as our deeds, in the day 
of final retribution. It is a matter of 
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infinite importance therefore, that our 
intercourse with society should be so 
regular as to produce a salutary effect 
on all around us. But how shall this 
be done? Shall we assume a melan- 
choly air, and lecture our friends on 
religion until they retire from our pre- 
sence in disgust, and shun us as they 
would the serpent or the scorpion? 
By no means. There is something 
cheerful and attractive in that religion 
which has brought life and immortali- 
ty to light. The sceptic may well 
mourn over the miseries of life, be 
sad, in view of the thick darkness and 

loom that surround the grave, and 
shudder at the prospect of annihila- 
tion or a miserable existence hereaf- 
ter. But let us, who hope better 
things than these, whose path is illu- 
mined with the lamp of heaven, (for a 
female infidel must be a monster of 
ingratitude and iniquity,) let us throw 
all around the charms of cheerfulness 
and joy, that others may seek and re- 
joice in our society, and be influenced 
by our example, to walk in wisdom’s 
ways. There is no danger that an 
amiable, intelligent, accomplished, 
and virtuous female will be neglected. 
Her society will always be sought by 
the other sex; and it is completely in 
her power to dictate the terms on 
which it shall be enjoyed. Let her 
never countenance by her example, 
or even by a smile, light and trifling 
remarks on religion, or any kindred 
subject. The Bible was not given 
to man, that its sacred truths might 
be quoted with irreverence, to adorn 
the conversation of the gay and 
thoughtless; the ministry of the Gos- 
pel was not instituted to be the scoff 
of fools, or to exercise the ingenuity of 
the critic; the conduct of Christians 
must be accounted for at the tribunal 
of their own Master, and not be made 
the sport of the immoral and profane, 
who know not the heart, and have an 
interest in misrepresenting their mo- 
tives. The approbation or disappro- 
bation of a lady of any sensibility and 
independence, is instantly observed 
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in her ceportment, when topics like 
these are treated with that levity, 
which too often passes for wit with 
the thoughtless, even among nominal 
christians. A rebuke given in the 
spirit of meekness, will, in most cases, 
produce a powerful and salutary effect. 
From the other sex it might perhaps 
give offence; but in us it indicates a 
spirit of independence, and an unwav- 
ering love of truth and virtue, which 
seldom fail to excite the admiration 
even of those who feel the wound. 
Perhaps there is not a more preva- 
lent vice in our land, or one the pro- 
gress of which it is more difficult to 
arrest, than that of intemperance. It 
exists in its incipient state,in the habits 
of a large portion of the young men 
in our country, If unchecked, it ac- 
quires strength from year to year, un- 
til it obtains complete control over 
the man—who will not return to hab- 
its of sobriety until the Ethiopian shall 
change his skin, and the leopard his 
spots! He who craves a julep or a 
dram at twenty, will be a drunkard 
at thirty, and a sot at forty. Much 
of the guilt of this beastly vice and its 
consequences, attaches to our sex. It 
is in our power, and perhaps in ours 
only, to give it an effectual check in 
the early stages of its progress. Let 
us not only speak of it in terms of re- 
probation, but decline all intimacy 
with its devotees. Let no mistress of 
a family invite, or even admit, into 
her social and domestic circle, any 
gentleman who is addicted to intem- 
perance. This experiment has been 
successfully tried by some individu- 
als. Only let it become universal, 
and the effect will be astonishing. 
The same remark will apply with 
equal, if not greater force, to the prac- 
tice of duelling. This blackest spe- 
cies of murder is, in a peculiar sense, 
our sin; not that we actually seize the 
weapons of death and enter the field 
of murder; but others do it at our in- 
stance, and with our approbation. 
They do it to recommend themselves 
to us, as men of honour; and we 
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sanction the deed, and appropriate 
its sin and its punishment to ourselves, 
by giving our hands and our hearts to 
the murderer. Let us recoil from 
the flatteries and professions of such a 
lover, as we would from the tears of 
the crocodile or the sting of the viper. 
The Almighty, in his wrath, can 
scarcely inflict a heavier curse on a 
woman in this world, than to give her 
a drunkard or a dueilist; for a husband. 

Intimately connected with these vi- 
ces is the game of cards, and other 
games of hazard. In these many of 
us, and those who move in the higher 
circles, personally take a part. We 
are induced first to play for amuse- 
ment, because there can certainly 
be no harm in a little innocent amuse- 
ment; and this we are the rather in- 
clined to do, because our presence 
may serve to restrain the gentlemen, 
and keep them within the bounds of 
moderation and decency. Next a 
small sum of money is staked, the 
loss of which cannot be sensibly felt 
by any one. This we win of course; 
and thus the love of money is added 
to the love of cards, until the game in 
some form or other engrosses all the 
affections of the heart. This is no 
fiction; 1 know many living illustra- 
tions of its truth. But what is most 
lamentable, is the demoralizing influ- 
ence of such an example on the 
neighbourhood. The presence of 
one accomplished and intelligent lady 
at acard table in the social circle, 
whether the object be money or 
amusement, is regarded by the young 
men as a full license for them to go to 
any extent in gambling, and all! its 
kindred vices. Let those ladies then 
who have any respect for religion, 


any gratitude for the elevation it has, 


given them in society, any love of 
their country, whether they be young 
or old, married or unmarried, give 
their countenance and the charms of 
their society, to those gentlemen only, 
who regard the laws of God and man, 
and whose characters are unpolluted 
with crime. Laura. 
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PRAYER TO BE USED BY PERSONS 
GOING TO CONFIRMATION. 


By the Rev. J. W. Cunningham. 


O Tuov good and gracious God, 
who hast loved and blessed me all the 
days of my life, now kneel before 
Thee, to ask thine especial blessing 
on the vows I am about to take upon 
me in Confirmation. I know that 
these vows have already been made 
for me at my baptism; and am deeply 
humbled when I remember how often 
I have broken them. It is by Thy 
mercy alone, that I am preserved till 
now, and enjoy this opportunity of 
making my peace with Thee. I ap- 
proach Thee, O God, in the name of 
Jesus Christ; and for his sake, “who 
loved us, and gave himself for us,” be- 
seech Thee to have mercy upon 
my guilty soul. Pardon my past in- 
gratitucle, carelessness, coldness of 
heart, and disobedience. Pardon the 
wicked words I have spoken, the 
wrong desires I have felt, the bad 
tempers | have indulged, and the 
wrong actions I have done. O Lord 
God, I am about to dedicate myself 
publicly to thy service. I pray that 
my lips may speak the language of 
ny heart; and that from the moment 
of coming to Thine altar, I may 
feel myself set apart for God, and sol- 
emnly bound to live to thy glory, to 
honour thy gospel, to believe in thy 
word, to love and trust and follow thy 
dear Son, and to become thy “soldier 
and servant unto my life’s end.” 
Without Thee, I can do nothing. O 
send me thy Holy Spirit, to change 
my heart, correct my temper, strength- 
en my resolutions; to guide and keep 
me in the paths of duty to God and 
man. May I henceforth love the Bi- 
ble, the church, and the sabbath. May 
I come with a devout mind to the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper. May 
I no longer be led away by the wick- 
edness of my own heart, by the temp- 
tations of the world, or by the advice 
of others. May I feel that I am “not 
my own, but bought with a price,” 
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the price of a Saviour’s blood. And, 
O, in future years, may the remem- 
brance of these solemn vows rise up 
to check me in all sin, and fix me in 
the service of my God. I pray also 
for all those going with me to Confir- 
mation. May we be united to God, 
and to one another. May we love 
one another, as those who are heirs 
of the same corruption, beset by 
the same temptations, bound by the 
same vows, redeemed by the same 
blood, and children of the same God 
and Father. Lord, hear these peti- 
tions, and bless us, and have mercy 
upon us, for the sake of Jesus Christ: 
in whose holy words I continue to ad- 
dress thee: 
Our Father, &c. 


PRAYER AFTER CONFIRMATION, 
OR FOR ANY PERIOD OF LIFE. 


By the same. 


O most merciful Lord God! I desire 
to bless Thee for all thy mercies to my 
guilty soul: that Thou hast spared 
me so long, and hast heard me so of- 
ten, and dost still permit so unworthy 
a sinner to draw nigh unto Thee. [ 
thank Thee for the means of grace, and 
the hope of glory; and, above all, for 
the inestimable gift of thy dear Son for 
the sins of the world. I thank Thee 
that I have been permitted to bind 
myselfto Thee. I know that Thou 
art good, and ready to forgive, and 
plenteous in mercy to all who call 
upon Thee. O grant me grace now, 
to fulfil my vows, and to give myself 
up altogether to thy service. Give 
me pardon for the past, aad strength 
and holiness for the time to come. O 
Lord, I am indeed guilty before Thee. 
I have been too long careless, and 
selfish, and ungrateful, and disobedi- 
ent. I have not sought thy favour, 
or loved thy house, or obeyed thy 
blessed word. I have not loved and 
followed my gracious Redeemer. I 
have loved sin, and folly, and _self-in- 
dulgence, and things below, instead 
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of those things which are at thy right 
hand. I po ir my sin, and 
my transgression is ever before me. 
Cleanse me, O God, from all my 
guilt. Wash me in the blood of my 
crucified Saviour. Have mercy up- 
on me, have mercy upon me. Ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies, blot out all my transgres- 
sions. Receive, and pardon, and bless 
me, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. And, O! gracious God, not 
only cleanse me from my guilt, but 
create in me a clean heart, and renew 
a right spirit within me; so that I 
may no more sin against Thee. What 
I know not, teach Thou me. Teach 
me to hate what is evil, and cleave 
to what is good. Teach me to know 
the truth, to love it, and to obey it. 
Give me holy hands to lift up unto 
Thee. Renew me in thine own im- 
age, righteousness, and true holiness. 
Fill me with humility and faith and 
love towards Thee the Lord my God, 
and Jesus Christ my most merciful 
Redeemer. Teach me to love Thee, 
and to show that I love thee by en- 
deavouring to keep thy command- 
ments. Make me also honest, dili- 
gent, and tender hearted, and meek, 
and forbearing, and forgiving, to- 
wards my fellow creatures, even as I 
hope to be forgiven of Thee. May I 
walk in the Spirit; and so not fulfil 
the lusts of the flesh. May I deny 
myself, and take up the cross and fol- 
low Thee. Draw me, O Lord, that 
I may run after Thee. Help me to 
read, to think, to hear, to feel, to pray. 
Guide me by thy counsel, and at 
length receive me up into glory. Be 
a tender Father to me; and may we 
all be thy sons and daughters, O Lord 
God Almighty! And, gracious God, 
bless my dear friends, and neighbours, 
and all the world; and hasten the 
happy day when we shall all be one 
flock under one Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. I ask these 
blessings in his name: in whose bless- 
ed words I continue to say, 
Our Father &c. 
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POETRY. 


Tue Rev. James Grahame is favourably known among the poets of Scotland, as 
the author of “‘The Sabbath,” “Sabbath Walks,” “Birds of Scotland,” British Geor- 
gics,” &c. He was educated for the Bar, but being out of health, and disgusted with 
the practice of the law, he indulged his devotional feelings, and entered into Holy 
Orders in the Church of England. He soon after accepted of a living in the neigh- 
bourhood of Durham; where he retired, contented with the small stipend which 
the living afforded, and flattering himself with the hope of regaining his health in 
the exercise of a function so congenial to his mind. His amiable disposition and 
powers of eloquence, made him beloved and admired beyond the range of those whom 
he was appointed to superintend and instruct; and while he occasionally indulged his 
Muse in the excursions of fancy, he faithfully discharged the laborious duties of the 
pastoral office. He went to Durham in the Spring of 1810, but his health declining, 
occasioned by water in the brain, he removed to Glasgow, where he was soon after 
called into “another and a better world.” 

The following extracts from his poem on The Sabbath, willbe read with delight by 
every one who has a taste for the beauties of poetry, or the smallest claim to religious 
feeling. To many of our readers this beautiful poem is, no doubt, familiar, but it 
will not, on that account, be the less acceptable in the Gospel Messenger. 


THE SABBATH. 


How still the morning of the hallow’d day! 
Mute is the voice of rural labour, hush’d 
The ploughboy’s whistle, and the milkmaid’s song. 
The scythe lies glitt’ring in the dewy wreath 
Of tedded grass, mingled with fading flowers, 
That yester-morn bloom’d waving in the breeze: 
Sounds the most faint attract the ear—the hum 
Of early bee, the trickling of the dew, 

. The distant bleating, midway up the hill. 
Calmness seems thron’d on yon unmoving cloud. 
To him who wanders o’er the upland leas, 

The blackbird’s note comes mellower.from the dale; 
And sweeter from the sky the gladsoine lark 

* Warbles his heav’n-tun’d song; the lulling brook 
Murmurs more gently down the deep-sunk glen; 
While from yon lowly roof, whose curling smoke 
O’ermounts the mist, is heard, at intervals, 
The voice of psalms, the simple song of praise. 


With dove-like wings Peace o’er yon village broods; 
The dizzying mill-wheel rests; the anvil’s din 
Hath ceas’d; all, all around is quietness. 
Less fearful on this day, the limping hare 
Stops, and looks back, and stops, and looks on man, 
Her deadliest foe. The toil-worn horse, set free, 
‘ Unheedful of the pasture, roams at large; 
And, as his stiff unwieldy bulk he rolls, 
His iron-arm’d hoofs gleam in the morning ray. 


But chiefly man the day of rest enjoys. 
Hail, Sabbath! thee I hail, the poor man’s day.” 
On other days, the man of toil is Coom’d 


” * Deut. v. 12—16; Lev. xxiii. 3, xix. 90; Exod. xxiii. 12; Isa. lvi. 6, 7; Luke iv. 16—20, xxiii. $4 to endé 
Acts xiii. 14, 15, 16, 27. 42; Amos viii. 4, 5, 6; Isa. Iviii. 13, 14; Matt. xxviii. 1~6; Acts xx. 7 








18: 


[Oct. 


ind, as 
| Geor- 
d with 

Holy 
neigh- 
which 
alth in 
n and 
whom 
ed his 
of the 
lining, 

after 


ht by 
igious 
but it 











1825.] Poetry. 311 


To eat his joyless bread, lonely, the ground 

Both seat and board, screen’d from the winter's cold, 
And summer’s heat, by neighbouriag hedge or tree; 
But on this day, embosom’d in his home, 

He share’s the frugal meal with those he loves; 

With those he loves he share’s the heartfelt joy 

Of giving thanks to God*—not thanks of form, 

A word and a grimace, but rev’rently, 

With cover’d face and upward earnest eye. 


. Hail, Sabbath! thee I hail, the poor man’s day: 
The pale mechanic now has leave to breathet 
The morning air pure from the city’s smoke, 
While wand'ring slowly up the river side, 

He meditates on Him whose power he marks 

In each green tree that proudly spreads the bough, 
As in the tiny dew-bent flowers that bloom 

Around the roots; and while he thus surveys 

With elevated joy each rural charm, - 
He hopes, (yet fears presumption in the hope,) 

To reach those realms where Sabbath never eads. 


But now his steps a welcome sound recalls: 
Solemn the knell, from yonder ancient pile, 
Fills all the air, inspiring joyful awe: 
Slowly the throng moves o'er the tomb-pav’d ground: 
The aged man, the bowed down, the blind 
Led by the thoughtless boy, and he who breathes 
With pain, and eyes the new-made grave, well pleas’d; 
These, mingled with the young, the gay, approach 
The house of God: these, spite of all their ills, 
A glow of gladness feel; with silent praise 
They enter in; a placid stillness reigns, 
Until the man of God, worthy the name, 
Opens the book, and reverentially 
The stated portion reads. A pause ensues, 
The organ breathes its distant thunder-notes, 
Then swells into a diapason full: 
The people rising, sing, “With harp, with harp, * 
4nd voice of psalms; harmoniously attun'd 
The various voices blend; the long-drawn aisles, 
Atevery close, the ling’ring strain prolong. 
And now the tubes a soften’d stop controls, 
In softer harmony the people join, 


* Though this usage did not originate in positive institution, yet our Lord may be said to have enjoined it 
by his example. Many are the instances that might be quoted. Even after ‘iis resurrection, he brake bread 
and blessed it. “But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us, for ii is towards evening, and the day 
is far spent; an’ he went in (o tarry with them. And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he 
took bread, ana biessed it, and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him, and he vanished out of their sight. Ana they said one to another, Did not our hearts burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures? And they rose up the same 
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and tound the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 
saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And they told what things were done in 
the way, and how he was known to them in breaking of bread. Luke xxiv. 29—35. 

t He who has seen threescore and ten years, has lived ten years of Sabbaths. The appropriation of so 
considerable a portion of bunan life to religious duties, to domestic enjoyment and to meditative leisure, 
is a most merciful branch of the Divine dispensation. It is the grand bulwark of poverty against the en- 
croachments of capital. The labouring classes se/l their time. The rich are the buyers, at least they are 
the chief buyers; for it is obvious, that more than the half of the waking hours of those who earn their 
bread by the sweat of their brow, is d in the fi e of articles that cannot be deemed either 
necessaries or comforts. Six days of the week are thus disposed of already. If Sunday were in the mar. 
ket, it would find purchasers too. The alslition of the Sabbath would, in truth, be equivalent to a sen- 
tence, adjudging to the rich the services of the poor for life. 
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While liquid whispers from yon orphan band, 
Recall the soul from adoration’s trance, 

And fill the eye with pity's gentle tears. 

Again the organ-peal, loud rolling, meets 

The halielujahs of the choir: Sublime 

A th d notes symphoniously ascend, 

As if the whole were one, suspended high 

In air soaring heav’nward: afar they float, 
Wafting glad tidings to the sick man’s couch: 
Rais'd on his arm, he lis*s the cadence close, 

Yet thinks he hears it still: his heart is cheer’d; 
He smiles on death; but, ah! a wish will rise— 
“Would I were now beneath that echoing roof! 
No lukewarm accents from my lips should flow; 
My heart would sing; and many a Sabbath day 
My steps should thither turn; or, wand’ring far 
In solitary paths, where wild flow’rs blow, 

There would I bless His name who led me forth 
From death’s dark vale, to walk amid those sweets, 
Who gives the bloom of health once more to glow 





Upon this cheek, and lights this languid eye.” 


It is not only im the sacred fane 
That homage should be paid to the Most High; 
There is “a temple, one not made with hands,” 
The vaulted firmament: Far in the woods, 
Almost beyond the sound of city-chime, 
At intervals heard thro’ the breezeless air; 
When not the limberest leaf is seen to move, 
Save where the linnet lights upon the spray; 
Where not a flow'ret bends upon its little stalk, 
Save when the bee alights upon the bloom; 
There, rapt in gratitude, in joy, and love, 
The man of God will pass the Sabbath noon; 
Silence his praise: his disembodied thoughts, 
Loos’d from the load of words, will high ascend 
Beyond the empyreal.— 
Nor yet less pleasing at the heav’nly throne, 
The Sabbath-service of the shepherd-boy! 
In some lone glen, where ev'ry sound is lull’d 
To slumber, save the tinkling of the rill, 
Or bleat of lamb, or hov’ring falcon’s. cry, 


- Stretch’d on the sward, he reads of Jesse’s Son; 


Or sheds a tear o’er him to Egypt sold, 

And wonders why he weeps: the volume clos’d, 
With thyme-sprig laid between the leaves, he sings 
The sacred lays, his weekly lesson, conn’d 

With meikle care beneath the lowly roof, 

Where humble lore is learnt, where humble worth 
Pines unrewarded by a thankless state. 

Thus reading, hymning, all alone, unseen, 

The shepherd-boy the Sabbath holy keeps, 

Till on the heights he marks the straggling bands 
Returning homeward from the house of pray’r. 
In peace they home resort. O blissful days! 
When all men worship God as conscience wills. 


* > * a - * * * - 


(T0 BE CONTINUED.) 
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FAiscellancous Xutelligence. 


General Theological Seminary. 
Agreeably to our promise in the last 


,number, we present our readers with 


a su of the proceedings of the 
trustees of this institution at their late 

ing, held from the 26th to the 
29th of July inclusive. 

There were four bishops; 
i White, Bi Kemp, 
Bishop Croes, and Bishop Brownell. 
Fifteen clerical, and eleven lay trus- 
tees attended, from seven of the dio- 
cesses of the Church. 

The Hon. Daniel E. Huger, of S. 
Carolina, was elected a trustee in 
place of the Hon. Benj. Huger, de- 
ceased; and Mr. David E. Evans, of 

Batavia) New-York, in place of Mr. 
. S. Van Renssellaer, deceased. 

Mr. E. R. Jones was re-elected trea- 
surer, and the Rev. H. U. Onderdonk 
secretary. The standing committee 
(which includes the treasurer and se- 
cretary, and the bishops in New- York 
at any time of meeting) are the Rev. 
Dr. Harris, the Rev. Dr. Lyell, the 
Rev. W. Berrian, the Rev. Dr. Mil- 
nor, the Rev. Dr. Wainright, the Rev. 
W. Creighton; Mr. T. L. ) 
Mr. I. Lawrence, Mr. D. S. Jones, 
Mr. T. S. Townsend, Mr. H. M’Far- 
lan, and Mr. J. Lorillard. 

Professor Verplanck, “finding that 
the interruption of other duties, and 
his necessary absence from the city 
during the greater part of the session 
of the seminary,* rendered it impos- 
sible for him to di the duties 
of his professorship,” tendered-his re- 
signation of that appointment: where- 
upon it was “ that the resig- 
nation of Professor Verplanck be ac- 
cepted; and the thanks of this board 
be presented to him for the ability 
and attention with which he has dis- 
charged the duties of his appoint- 
ment, and their assurance of regret at 
being deprived of his talents and val- 
uable services.” The faculty were 

* Mr. Verplanck has been elected a 
member of Congress from New-York. 
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directed to make provision for the in- 
struction of the students in the bran- 
ches before taught by Professor Ver- 


yer 
he general funds of the 

Seminary amount to $83,644 90 
The sums paid for scho- 

larships amount to 7,991 73 
7 building fund— =. 

(Paid $7,228 72 
Unpaid 3,299) } Total, 10,467 72 

The annual income of the Semi- 
nary is estimated at $5,018 69; and 
the annual expenditure at $5,300. 

Mr. Lawrence, Mr. M‘Farlan, and 
the Treasurer, were re-elected the 
finance committee. 

Two of the statutes were altered, 

the same which were modified in 
ay, 1823.) The effect of these al- 
terations is as follows: 

The annual meeting of the trustees 
is to be held on the fourth Tuesday in 
June in each year; during which 
meeting the examination of the stu- 
dents and the commencement are to 
take place. In the years of the as- 


sembling of the General Convention, 
there is to be a second meeting of the 
board, on the Wednesday of the week 


preceding that in which the conven- 
tion meets. 

After the present year, the first 
session of the course of study is to 
commence on the first Monday in Oc- 
tober; and the second session is to 
terminate on the last Saturday in 


‘une. 
The subject of the revision ‘of the 
course of study was postponed to the 


next annual — of the board. 

Mr. William R. Whittingham, who 
had just completed the course of stu- 
dy in the seminary, and received the 
testimonial, was appointed librarian. 
He was also allowed to reside at the 
Seminary, and enjoy the academic 
privileges of a fellow of the institution; 
there being as yet no fellowships esta- 
blished. 

It was ordered by the board, that 
the standing committee ascertain, be- 
fore the close of the present year, the 

40 


. 
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class. On the 10th of January,: 


amount of Parc 4 in any way giv- 
en or contributed” in each diocess, 
“to the funds of the Seminary,” 


whether to the I fund, the build- 
ing fund, for ochitarchieg, or for other 
purpopes; and that the Secretary then 
transmit, without delay, to the 

tary of the Convention of each dio- 
cess, the amount of contributions re- 
ceived from it; and also communi- 
cate the amount of all the contribu- 
tions of the several diocesses to the 
Secretary of the General Convention; 
to the end that it may be understood 
how many trustees every such dio- 
cess is entitled to elect, on the ground 
of its contributions, according to the 
third article of the constitution. 

The following is the report of the 
faculty for the past year: 

The faculty of the General Theo- 
logical Seminary beg leave to present 
to the trustees their annual report 
of the state of the institution. 

At the beginning of the first session 
seven ‘students were admitted, viz. 
Southerland Douglass, A. B. of the 
Eastern diocess; Clement F. Jones, 
A. B. of Pennsylvania; William A. 
Curtiss, A. B. of New-York: Edward 


W. Peet, A. B. of Connecticut; Sam-. 


uel Fuller, jun. A. B. of New-York; 
Dexter Leland, A. B. of South-Caro- 
lina; and John W. Curtiss, A. B. of 
New-York; all of whom became 
members of the third class, except 
Mr. Douglass, who, upon examina- 
tion, was found qualified for admis- 
sion into the second. On the 6th of 
December, Henry V. Johns, A. B. of 
Delaware, was admitted a member of 
the third class; on the 20th, William 
H. Lewis, of Connecticut; on the 
17th of January, 1825, Thomas 
Young, A. B. of South-Carolina; 
and on the 2ist of March, Hiram 
Adams and George Hinton, both of 
New-York. Mr. Phoebus, who in- 
tended when he entered the Seminary 
last year, to remain four years, 
thought it most advisable to review 
the studies of the first year, and there- 
fore continued a member of the same 


[Oct. 


Messrs. Hoyt and Davis left the Sem- 
inary—the former from ill health and 
other causes, and the latter in conse- 


= of an appointment to a tutor- © 
ship 


in Union College. On June 
6th, Mr. Page also left the Seminary, 
in order to make the necessary pre- 
parations for receiving deacon’s or- 
ders as soon as possible. The num- 
ber and names of the students now in 
the institution are as follows: First 
class three, viz. Messrs. Holmes, 
Howell, and Whittingham; second 
class nine, viz. Messrs. Crosby, Doug- 
lass, Griffin, Hicks, Hutchins, Keese, 
Pyne, Shelton, Stone; third class 
twelve, viz. Messrs. Adams, A. Cur- 
tiss, W. Curtiss, Fuller, Hinton, 
Johns, Jones, Leland, Lewis, Peet, 
Pheebus, Young: in all twenty-four. 
Mr. Phoebus is absent in consequence 
of ill health. 

The course of study pursued has 
been in general the same as that of 
last year. The professor of Greek 
and Oriental literature has facilitated 
the p of the second class with 
the professor of biblical learning and 
ray om of Scripture, by direct- 
ing their attention to those portions of 
Hebrew which are closely connected 
with the study of some parts of the 
epistles. ‘Fhe duties of the professor 
of pastoral theology and pulpit elo- 
quence have been performed by the 
professors in rotation, as reported last 


year. 

In concluding their report, the fa- 
culty mention, with much pleasure, 
that the Society for the Advancement 
of Religion and Learning in this state, 
have voted to their disposal $500 for 
the purchase of elementary books and 
others. in frequent use in the Semina- 
ry. Part of this donation has already 
been appropriated, as will be more 
fully seen in the report of the library 
committee. 

Respectfully submitted to the trustees, 
By order of the faculty, 
. | SAMUEL H, TURNER, Chairman. 
New- York, July 26th, 1825. 
Christian Journal. 
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The Chorch never toe deviate 
fe Ponta E isco- from the doctrines oe a 


a Care in - 
d, was held in PA Paul's yc! 
Baltimore, on the Re 2d and 3d of 
June, 1825. t, 
the Bishop, (Dr. yb, 34 Presb 
ters and 9 and Lay ae & 
aged from 37 Parishes. The: Chureb 
this Diocess consists of the Bishop. 
43 Presbyters, 11 Deacons, and 38 
Parishes. The Parochial 


Reports 
give the following result: Marriages, 
248; Baptisms, 1009; Pam bas: 
Communicants, 2423; Sunda 
Scholars, 856. Most of te hens 
do not state the number of ho 
lars. The Bishop stated in his Ad- 
dress to the Conyention, that he had 
“consecrated one Church, visited 22; 
Confirmed 303 persone: ‘Ordained 4 
Deacons and 1 Priest, and enrolled 
one Candidate for Holy Orders.” 
he’ following extracts are taken from 

Bishop’s Address: 

“I have observed, with great re- 
gret, that the ante-communion service, 
as it has of late been termed, is re- 
gularly omitted in many of our 
chure That the commandments 
of God pow be sounded pala ears 
of the people, with solemni 
every bord? ’s day, pany Seainabie 
And while the Fries of Scripture 
selected for the Epistles and Gospel, 
recognize and illustrate all the 
nent articles of christian faith, the 

yers form a series of devotions 


through the whole year, which imply . 


a sincere belief in the doctrines of 
the Gospel, as well as 
heart, for its great spi 
And it is evident, that if men, under 
the aang Rely ty whch 


irations of 


Gil 


is decisive, and sure 


“The rubric, 


be admit, ore Temes 
meh andy the bring So 

- fhe Rane «oe 
Presidhng Bi > of the ‘Chare, who, 
in all the and ¢ of 


the Book of Common Prayer, that 
were made at the tion of the 
American Charck, took a leading and 
interested part. In my judgment this 

am, that the 
Church can never condescend, with 
this opinion before her eyes, to wink 
for any length of time at such an ir- 

larity.” 

“It has been said that the present 
time is remarkable for 4 manifesta- 
tion of a disposition in all professing 
christians to unite. As to the dispo- 
— itself, wherever it exists in sin- 

and truth, it is highly praise- 
y- But the question is, how 
ought this disposition to operate? 
Not, surely, in blending truth and er- 
ror—not in confounding divine and 
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how near our Church approximates 
the divine model, yet there are certain 
things, of the correctness of which 
we are so confident, that we can never 
give them up. Our Apostolic minis- 
try—our incomparable liturgy—our 
system of doctrines drawn from Scrip- 
ture, in conformity to the views of the 
Church in her purest days—our sa- 
craments in the simple character in 
which they were instituted by our 
blessed Lord: these are the pillars of 
our sacred fabric, which we can never 
suffer to be shaken. And should others 
contend that they possess these, al- 
though under different modifications, 
we are perfectly willing to suffer them 


to remain in peace, unless by fair and 
friendly discussion we can convince 
them of their errors. 


The instructions and the example 
of the Apostles are surely to be fol- 
lowed in these things. St. Paul ad- 
monishes Timothy, his beloved son 
in the faith, to hold fast “the form of 
sound words, which he had heard of 
him, in faith and love, which is in 
Christ Jesus.” And he tells him, 
“that the servant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be gentle unto all men, 
apt to teach, patient, in meekness in- 
structing those that oppose themselves, 
if God, peradventure, will give them 

tance to the acknowledging of 
the truth. That sacred edifice which 
God has erected upon his Holy Hill, 
let us preserve in all its beauty and 
patna nor let us imagine that we 
shal} draw strangers in by defacing 
that beauty or lessening that strength, 
but by our prayers, and by kind and 
affectionate treatment. 


Convention of Georgia. The 
third Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Diocess of 
Georgia, wag held in St. Paul’s 
Church, Augusta, on the 18th, 19th 
and 20th of April, 1825. Episcopal 
Offices in this Diocess, are 
by Bishop Bowen, of South-Carolina, 
under the 20th Canon of the General 
Convention. There were present 4 


Presbyters, and Lay Prk from 
2 Pagishes. The Parochi om 
furnish the following ag; te: Mar- 


riages, 6; Baptisms, 20; Burials, 2; 
Communigants, 147; Sunday School 
Scholars, 105. 

The Rev. Mr. Jones read to the 
Convention the following extract of a 
letter from the Hon. C.B. Strong, of 
Macon: 

“Thrice happy should I be were I 
enabled, as a humble representative 
of our newly formed Society, to meet 
our dear brethren in Convention; but 
you know the weighty and very im- 
perious circumstances that forbid. Si- 
tuated as I am, all I can do is to 
communicate through you to the 
members of the Convention, my fee- 
ble views and humble desires. You 
know, by the short tour you have 
made through the State, the forlorn 
and scattered situation of the almost 
lost sheep of our flock; their desti- 
tute and bewildered condition; and 
how little is known of our holy faith 
and beer mode of worship. You 
are also, in some degree, apprised of 
what might be done, were there pro- 
per means employed for raising our 
venerable Church from the dust. 
These considerations prompt me to 
entreat you to use your greatest exer- 
tions to-induce the Convention, either 
by application to the General Con- 
vention, or in some other way, to pro- 
cure one missionary or more, to 
preach in this State. If one or two 
clergymen of piety, talents and elo- 
quence, could be obtained to labour 
in this desirable vineyard even for one 
year, sure am I, that both they and 
we would reap a rich reward. I 
have neither time, nor talents, nor 
boldness, to address that solemn body, 
the Convention, directly; but my 
heart and desires are with you; and 
my fervent and humble prayer to Al- 
mighty God is,that you may be guided 
by that light, and wisdom, and grace, 
which come alone from on high, and 
point to the everlasting source of con- 
solation.” 
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The Report of the Rev. Mr. Jones 
“to the Society for the Advancement 
of Christianity in Georgia,” of which 
he is a Missionary, was read to the 
Convention, from which the following 
is extracted: 

“In compliance with the request of 
your Committee, I have visited a con- 
siderable number of the towns in this 
State; I have found the members of 
our Church scattered in every direc- 
tion, as ‘sheep without a shepherd.’ 
Some have availed themselves of the 
solicitations of the religious denomi- 
nations in their vicinity to commune 
with them, bat still glance an anxious, 
wishful eye to their first love, and 
would rejoice in being admitted to her 
bosom. Others allude to the Church 
of their fathers with the liveliest inter- 
est, and fervently pray that it may be 
established» amongst them. Every 
town I have visited contains persons 
who were raised in our Church, and 
retain a predilection for her service. 

“There is in the vicinity of Madi- 
son a wealthy individual, who has 

ressed his intention of erecting an 
Episcopal Church. Should he ac- 

complish so desirable an object, there 
cannot be a doubt but that a clergy- 
man of our Church would receive a 
handsome support. 

“In Milledgeville there are a large 
number who are connected with no 
religious denomination, most of whom 
would prefer the services of our 
Church to any other.” 


Convention of Ne gee 
The Convention of 
Episcopal Church in North.Carclina 
was held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Washington, on Thursday, April 
2ist, 1825. There were oe 
the Bishop (Dr. Ravenscroft, 
Cc men, and 21 Laymen. 
P Reports give the following 
result: Baptisms 120; Marriages, 20; 
Burials, 35; Communicants, 462. 
The’ Bishop during his visitations in 
the course of the preceding year, 
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lect the following 

“T have now to call your attention, 
my brethren, to the general condition 
of the church, as ing out of that 


of tio pasted and to the 
results of the past year. 


e “Dividing the Diocess’ into three 
sections, running from north to south, 
it is evident that the present strength 
of the church is in the eastern section. 
The principles of the church are there 
better understood, more heartily re- 
ceived, and more unhesitatingly acted 
upon; ‘and, so far as human judgment 
is permitted to act, there is a greater 
degree of liveliness, a deeper interest 
manifested for the purity and consis- 
tency of faith and practice. This 
opinion, however, is predicated on 
former observation, and the accounts 
I occasionally have received of their 
progress since; my personal notice of 
their present state being prevented, as 
I have mentioned. 

“In the middle section, the state of 
things is materially different. The 
snealibens of the Clee abe het qunen- 
ally as fixed and decided in their prin- 

ciples as Churchmen; and conse- 
oe uently less intrest is felt and mani- 


SS ee 


which distinguish their profession. 
This, however, is not to be wondered 


at. They have had less opportunity 
to be reminded of their distinctive 
t doctrines, fewer occasions to call them 
into action, and a more extended pre- 
th of the publi ie paper = to con- 
with, there being sor a peri- 
od but two in the whole 
section, and one of these decidedly 
hostile to the principles of the church; 
while, of the different dissenting de- 
nominations, that most respectable in 
er sedenelllae: ability, has here 
main concentrated. 
“IT am happy, however, to ke able 
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to state, that the principles of the 
Church By ps pare ign are § gain- 
ing ground among the members, of 
woot mere are a Pied: whose pa 
cou wv owledge, an 
A ‘ith is manifested by their 
works; and, in general, more consid- 
eration is given to the subject, and a 
stop, in a great measure, put to the 
deleterious notion, heretofore so pre- 
valent, that it is a matter of entire in- 
difference, what profession of religion 
a man adopts. 

“Ip the western section of the Dio- 
cess,.the praspect is very discour- 
aging, though not without hope. With 
the exception of the ion in 
Wadesborough, under the care of the 
Rev. Mr. Wright, which is second to 
none in any Diocess, for soundness in 
the faith and exemplary holiness, and 
the congregation of Christ’s Church, 
“Rowan, which is more numerous and 
regular, and, in the main, sound, as 
Episcopalians, though not without ex- 
ceptions, and a few recently organ- 
ized in Salisbury, there is nothing at 

resent tu be depended on. In the 
immediate neighbourhood of the Rev. 
Mr. Miller, they have commenced, re- 
tracing their steps, and will io time, I 
trust, recover from the paralyzing ef- 
fect of the attempt to amalgamate 
with the Lutheran body, and un- 


justifiable conduct of some of the 
‘Missionaries heretofore employed, in 
abandoning the Liturgy altogether in 
their public services. 

“In Lincoln, where it seems this 
course was most extensively pursued, 
the effects are most visible, and likely 
to be most injurious; yet, had we the 
means of giving and continuing to 
them the services of a faithful clergy- 
man, my hope is good for the revival 
of the church even there. Some very 


influential men are cogaged in the 
cause, and there is lent ability, 
could it be roused into action, to give 
it success. What could be done, 
publicly and in private, to stir them 
up to the exertion necessary, was at- 
tempted by myself, during my short 


[Oct. 
stay among them; and, after leaying 
hoes, Vooneed aud chenieed oor 


dress, a copy of which is herewith 
resented. 

“In the general result of the past 
year, however, there is great cause af 
thankfulness and congratulation. The 
Church in Hillsborough has been or- 
ganized under the most flattering 
prospects, and the Rev. Mr. Green 
called to take charge there, at St. 
Mary’s, and at Judge Cameron’s, 
who, with a laudable zeal for the spir- 
itual interests of his own family, 
and of the neighbourhood, has erect- 
ed, at his own expe: a 
and commodious building, w! 
be ready for comeeeTetee aay Aisa § 
mer, together 1 e new 
in Hillsborough.” 

“Such, my brethren of this Conven- 
tion, is the exposition of .the state of 
the Church, which it is my duty to 
make for your direction, in those 


consultations for its adyantage and 


extension which you are met to inter- 


change. They are, upon the whole, 
encouraging, and call for our zealous 
and hearty co-operation, in what may 
be expeient, on common adyice, to 
carry on t interests commit- 
ted to us. ‘And, while I regret that 
I have not been able to « 
personally, in the limited time allow- 
ed me, I feel an unabated desire to 
apply every faculty of mind and a 
dy to the establishment of the 

deemer’s kingdom. But duty multi- 
plies while strength decreases. Per 
mit me, then, to suggest the adoption 


of a rule on the part of the Clergy, to 
furnish me q@arterly with a state of 
the condition of their respective char- 


digested under proper heads, by 
which I shall be directed to point my 
services, in preference, where they 
shall appear to be most immediate! 
needed, without interfering at all wi 
my general duty, except in the ar- 
rangement of my visits. Recommen- 
ding, then, to your most affectionate 
care, the interests of the Diocess, 
and supplicating the divine blessing 
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on the labour you have to é in, 
I commit you to the great Head of 
the Charch, for direction and success.” 


New Episcopal Church. A Letter 
from a correspondent afiords us the 
pleasing information, that the Corner 
Stone of an Episcopal Church was 
laid, with Masonic honors, on the 
15th Sept. 1825, in the Village of 
Greeneville; in the upper part of this 
Diocess. An able and interesting Ad- 
dress was delivered on the occasion, 
by the Rev. Rodolphus Dickinson, 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Pendle- 
ton. He gave a brief exposition of 
the distinctive doctrines of our Charch, 
and exposed some of the prejudices 
which are usually entertained against 
it by those, who are not wellacquainted 
with its services. The building is to 
be 55 feet long, by 30 wide, and 18 
feet in height. It is estimated that 
the cost will be about $3000. 

In a cavity of the foundation, pre- 
pared for the purpose, were deposited 
the Book of Common Prayer, and the 
following inscription: 

“At the request of the Building 
Committee, was laid on the 15th. 
Sept. A. D. 1825, the foundation 
stone of an edifice, to be erected tor 
the worship of Almighty God, accor- 
ding to the usages of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the U. States. 
Rodolphus Dickinson, Past High 
Priest, presiding, assisted by the com- 


jons of said Chapter, and the 
Brethren of the Lodge. 
“Edward Croft, Esq. Chairman; 


‘Joseph P. Labruce, Dr. John Crit- 


tenden, Members of the Building 
Committee. 

“The site presented by Vardy 
M‘Bee, Esq. 

“Robert Wilson, Stone Mason.” 


Bibles. The Duke of York has 
lately ordered that every soldier in 
the British Army, shall be furnished 
with a Bible, which he must produce 
Fe the regular day of inspection, with 

IS arms. 
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“Be > for th D 
ecertn es Se 
_ Ir is with nzach sorrow we announce the 
sudden and unexpected death, on Tués+ 
day the 6th Sept. 1825, of Mrs. Sanaw 
Tucker Simons, relict of the late Major 
James Simons,* and eldest da of 


the late much respected and venerable 
Tucker Harris, M. D. 


“Tis done, and now she’s happy.” 


Added to an enlightened mind, she pos- 
sessed all the virtues and softer qualities 
that adorn her sex, and was truly ex- 
emplary as a daughter, wife, mother, sis- 
ter and friend. Brought up under the 
guidance and direction of pious parents, 
she early imbibed the principles of reli- 
gion, which as a star conducted and cheer- 
ed her through the sad and gloomy vicissi- 
tudes of time. Alike in prosperity and in 
adversity, it never failed to illumine her 
path, and shone brighter as her day de- 
clined. From her childhood, she was a 
regular, zealous and faithful worshipper 
at the Episcopal Church. A life of Chris- 
tian piety and virtue needs no eulogy. In 
the subject of this notice it beamed with 
a salutary and benign influence, more es- 
pecially shedding around her, in the im- 
mediate circle of her family, relations and 
friends, the smiles of benevolence and 
love. Her uniformly mild and amiable 
deportment, was an unerring comment on 
what she deemed her religious and mora! 
obligations, and, her last moments, liké 
the “still small voice” of warning, so- 
lemoly impart to survivors, and impreéss- 
ively present to the observation of even 
the stranger and unknown reader of this 
humble tribute to her memory, the neces- 
sity and duty of endeavouring to be pre- 
pared to meet our God. 


“Smitten friends 
Are sent on errands full of love; 
For us languish, and for us they die.” 
E. J. 


Departed this life, Sept. 12th, 1825, in 
the city of New-York, Mr. Wu. Crarx- 
son, one of the Trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal General Theological Seminary, 
and Chairman of the Vestry of St. Paul’s 

, Charleston. 

He was a sincere, devout, zealous and 
stedfast member, and a regular commu- 
nicant of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
He was an early and liberal contributor to 
the General Seminary, on the 
anniversary exercises of which he recent- 


* Father of the late Rev. James D. Simons, Rec- 
tor of St. Philip’s Church. 








male members of our ~ As on thet high- 
est terms of admission. There was no 
religious society connected with this dio- 
cess of which he, or some member of his 
family, was not a member. His children 
were at an early age made contributors 
to such institutions; an excellent custom 
happily adapted to nip selfishness; to ex- 
cite sentiments of piety and humanity; 
and to lay in season the foundation of the 
invaluable habit of beneficence. 

As a Vestryman, he was attentive, ac- 
tive, indefatigable and successful. Those 
financial measures, (adverted to by the 
Bishop in strong terms of commendation, 
in his address to the Convention of 1824,) 
by which St. Paul’s Church was relieved 
of a large debt, were carried into effect 
chiefly by his exertions. He was a hu- 
mane and considerate master. He erect- 
ed at his sole expense, in the vicinity of 
his country residence, a neat, commodious 
and in every respect suitable Church, in 
which he read prayers and a sermon on 
the Lord’s day, for the benefit of his 
slaves and his neighbours. That public 
service might be continued during his ab- 
sence, he contributed a sufficient sum, and 
declared his readiness to unite in the sup- 
port of a stated minister. 

It is by such conduct that the affluent 
Christian proves satisfactorily that he 
“loves his neighbour as himself;” that he 
does “unto others as he would wish them 
to do to him” were the case reversed; and 
that he duly izes the obligation 
(arising out of that “state of life” to 
which it hath pleased God to elevate him) 
to promote the spiritual and temporal) wel- 
fare of his fellow men, that “through his 
mercy they also may obtain mercy.” Will 
not expenditures for such purposes be ac- 

le to him from whom man receives 
all that he has; and will not reflection on 
them prove a real solace, a pure enjoy- 
ment, and a good hope? In a country 
rich in every respect but the “true riches,” 
in which there is a famine of nothing but 
of “hearing the words of the Lord,” what 
expenditures can be more useful! It was 
by erecting a temple or a synagogue that 
pious men of old chose to express their 
gtatitude to God, and their love for their 
nation." Such are the monuments which 
the wealthy should erect. Every man who 
looks at them is refreshed, perhaps ad- 
monished and incited. They are the bea- 
cons of immortality. Their base is on 


* See Luke vii. 5; Amps viit. 11. 
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earth, but their summit is in heaven. They 
are built in time, but their influence is 


everlasting. 
It hath seemed to Divine Provi- 
dence to order that this worthy man should 


come to his grave amid the inconveniences 
of a distance from home. But as was 
piously remarked by the benevolent How- 
ard, who in this respect was similarly si- 
tuated, “It is as near to Heaven from 
Grand Cairo as from England.” We 
cherish the well-founded hope that they 
are both “‘in the same place where our Sa- 
viour Christ is gone before,” the city 
which hath no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon to shine in it; for the glory of 
God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof. “Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” 


Diep lately, in Alexandria, District of 
Columbia, the Rev. Otrver Norris, many 
years Rector of Christ Church, in that 
city. ~ 


— 3Os— 
BPISCOPAL ACTS. 


ORDINATIONS. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. White, may A be the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in 
vania. On Sunday, the 24th J “i 
1825, Mr. James Du Puy was admitted 
to the ses he eng 4 of Deacons. 

— Right Rev. Dr. Brownell, Bishop of 

Connecticut. ‘On Monday, the 27th 
June, 1825, in the Church at Paquaton- 
nuck, the Rev. Ashbel Greene, Deacon, 
was "admitted to the Holy ‘Order of 


Priests 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Kemp. , oe S 
Maryland. On noel ag th eb. 
1825, in Christ Church, J. E. Jackson 
was admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons. 

—On Sunday, the 10th April, 1825, in St. 
James’ Church, Anne Arundel, the Rev, 
Thomas Jackson Deacon, was admit- 
ted to the Holy Order of Priests. 


—-3oo— 
CALENDAR 
FOR OCTOBER, 1825. 


2. Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 

9. Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
16, Twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 

18. St. Luke the Evangelist. 
23. Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 
28. St. Simon and St. Jude. 
30. Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity. 
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